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t Marketplace Chaplains, we have a 

financial Foundation. It is there to 

provide donors opportunities to 

give personal funds as we meet 

the needs of certain projects 

to accomplish our mission, bringing God’s love 

into the workplace. I want to extend personal 

kudos and appreciation to Gil Stricklin for his 

good work over the years, working with the 

friends of this ministry to invest in our future. 

Gil, well done!

There is another foundation. The song 

writer penned, “How firm a foundation, ye saints 

of the Lord…” So, what is that foundation? Or, 

the better question, “Who is that Foundation?” 

In 2 Timothy 2:19, we discover “…God’s solid 

foundation stands firm…” So, what does this 

verse mean? 

It is very clear and very simple. The 

“foundation” Paul is referencing is no one other 

than Jesus Christ, God’s only Son. Paul wrote to 

the church, “For no one can lay any foundation 

other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 

Christ” (I Corinthians 3:10f). He goes on to 

illustrate that gold, silver and costly stones are 

foundations laid by men and women. Such 

foundations are temporal things that will 

never last. We all know that. From the books 

of Isaiah to Ephesians, we learn that our chief 

“Cornerstone” is as foundational as we can get. 

The word foundation in the New 

Testament simply means basis. Yes, it is that 

simple. A foundation is what everything rests 

upon. I am so grateful that my life is anchored 

on the basis of Jesus’ life and all that he has done 

for me; what I could not do myself. All that I 

am is fixed and fastened to the one who loves 

me and gave his life for me. I am 100% secure 

because of my true Foundation, the Christ, the 

basis for faith and life.

Our home in Florida had numerous 

foundation cracks from the shifting clay 

beneath the floor. How did we know? Cracked 

floor tiles were found in every room where tile 

had been laid by the builder. I was constantly 

repairing broken tiles in the kitchen, entry, 

bathrooms and laundry room. We did not have 

a sure foundation under our house. The basis 

was very weak and temporal. It was so obvious.

Here is what a solid foundation (basis) 

does:

 A solid foundation delivers hope. Donna 

and I were raised upon kind and loving 

family foundations. Knowing we were 

loved, gave us hope and confidence in our 

futures. We never doubted that our parents 

had our backs. We never waived from the 

certainty that family would always be there 

for us. That is the same with Jesus. His love, 

presence and strength is constant. That gives 

us a solid hope for today and tomorrow.

 A solid foundation allows me to build. 

While living in Michigan, we added a dining 

room to our house. The first step was the 

foundation. I had to dig over four feet deep 

below the frost-line. It was the hardest thing 

I had to do, digging through solid clay. But, 

it was worth it. After we poured the cement 

and fastened in place the heavy foundation 

beams, we were ready to build. And build we 

did—a beautiful room, enjoyed by scores of 

people. Solid foundations can be hard work. 

But they are worth it. It is a step we cannot 

skip if we are going to build something, 

anything. As believers we cannot take a 

shortcut or avoid establishing our faith in The 

Foundation of Jesus, His Word, His work and 

His person. That is what life is built upon.

 A solid foundation outlasts life’s storms. 

Jesus told the story of two builders. One 

built on a rock and the other on sand. Of 

course, the one who built on the rock, made 

it through the torrential rains. That is what 

Jesus does for us. When our lives are built on 

Him, there is no storm we cannot weather. 

There is nothing that can destroy our faith 

and belief.

As you read through “foundation” stories 

in this magazine edition, I want to encourage 

you to translate each story and take each 

thought captive for “The Foundation,” Jesus. 

He is our rock, our fortress, our hope, the core 

and basis of our faith. He is the one in whom we 

depend for the future of Marketplace Chaplains. 

Jesus is the one in whom we place our trust, our 

treasures and our talents. This ministry will last 

and withstand any storm, as long as we remain 

anchored to our sure Foundation.

We are building our hope on Him with 

you,

Doug Fagerstrom
Executive President and CEO

Grace and Peace—from the heart of our president

“For no one can lay any foundation other than 
the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ”  
I Corinthians 3:10
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I
n 1997, the idea of establishing a Marketplace Ministries Foundation was sown in the 

hearts and minds of the leaders of the ministry. God used one man to share the con-

cept of establishing a structure for capital gifts so they would grow through investing. 

Those capital gifts would never be spent; however, the earnings off of the gifts would 

produce a steady stream of financial income that would sustain and support Market-

place Ministries until time is no more.

Thus, the beginning of Marketplace Ministries Foundation officially began in January 

1998. From the beginning, it was evident God was the initiator of this unique approach to 

Biblical stewardship, and ministry leaders were the money managers, stewards, and over-

seers of God’s financial assets.

T H E  M A R K E T P L A C E  M I N I S T R I E S  F O U N D A T I O N

GOD’S PURPOSE
A N D 

GOD’S BLESSINGS
B Y  G I L  A .  S T R I C K L I N

FOUNDER AND MINISTRY AMBASSADOR
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A 509(A)(3) is a Foundation organized under a non-profit religious 

organization or charity with the purpose of financially undergirding the 

organization it supports. In this case, of course, the Foundation supports 

Marketplace Ministries, Inc. All ministry assets in the Foundation are for 

the sole purpose of financially sustaining, expanding, supporting and 

fulfilling the mission of Marketplace Ministries. Every dollar given, and 

earned with wise and conservative investing, is for the ministries’ use.

From the beginning, when Marketplace Ministries Foundation was 

only being discussed and all aspects of this unique approach to fund-

raising and financial oversite was being studied, God’s hand of blessing 

was on it. Even before the federal government approved the application 

to establish a Marketplace Ministries Foundation, when it was still just 

a consideration, something we talked about and prayed about, money 

began coming in marked for the “Foundation,” if there was to be one.

FIRST YEAR

In the first year of discussion and planning for a Foundation in 1997, 

donors gave $103,075 to the Foundation, which at that time did not of-

ficially exist. No one had been asked to give to the Foundation because 

the ministry did not have one. Yet, money was being given to that effort. 

Soon there was the Marketplace Ministries Foundation of Dallas, Texas, 

the fundraising arm and financial support for Marketplace Ministries.

As ministry leaders in the late 1990s prayed diligently about the 

possibility of a Marketplace Ministries Foundation, they sought God’s 

reasons for beginning such an effort. It had to be more than just “man’s 

idea”; it had to be “God’s direction” for “His purposes.”

All of our ministry efforts to finance this Christian non-profit or-

ganization must be upheld by the counsel of Holy Scriptures. Proverbs 

are scattered throughout the Old and New Testaments with exhortations 

to be frugal, conservative with God’s money He places it in our hands to 

manage and oversee as stewards on His behalf, never owners. 

The first reason to have a Foundation is it provides a safe and secure 

place, over time, for capital gifts to grow through wise and conservative 

investing. Some funders desire to give capital gifts that are permanently 

restricted, never to be spent, and to use the growth off of those funds to 

provide a continuous stream of money for the ministry.

Other generous givers want to give gifts that are quickly reinvested 

for pressing financial ministry needs today. When these godly people, like 

all who give, learn how the ministry reinvested their funds to glorify God 

and lead sinners to the Savior Jesus Christ, they keep on giving.

All givers fall into one of these two categories. They want their gifts 

spent now for God’s causes, or spent later as a gift that keeps on giving 

through endowments in the Foundation. 

FOUR PRINCIPLES

There are four Biblical principles that guide the Foundation: 

PRINCIPLE I of the Foundation: 

“Do not spend all of the financial resources God 
gives you to manage for Him.”

We are to save. As the Old West frontiersmen said, “Keep 

your powder dry,” so you will be ready when it is needed most. 

Money in the Foundation can be used for many ministry 

needs. It is not used for “normal” operational budget items. Instead, our 

business model in serving 775 companies’ employees pays for those reg-

ular ongoing expenses like salaries, mileage allowance of more than $1 

million annually to cover 2.3 million miles driven by chaplains each year, 

and many other expenses too.

Foundation money is used for new ministry opportunities. When 

God “opens a new door” we did not expect or foresee, it is not in the 

current year’s budget. We need to be ready to move forward now, and 

Foundation funds make those new startups possible today.

PRINCIPLE II of the Foundation: 

“Do not presume on God’s financial blessings to-
day to be His financial blessings tomorrow.”

It is a sin to “presume” on God. It is taking Him and His 

ways for granted and assuming He will continue always as He is 

currently blessing today. That is a dangerous approach to God’s 

work and God’s provision.

In the Old Testament, we are told there will be seven years of 

abundance and seven years of lean. There will be a time of God’s 

BEST blessings, and then there will come a time without any or few 

blessings. The Foundation is preparing for the seven years of lean, 

without His financial abundance.

When those lean years come as a part of God’s Divine Provi-

dence, Marketplace Ministries will be prepared to “carry on” for the 

glory of God and the souls of men brought to the Savior Jesus Christ. 

We will have our “lamps” filled with oil, our wicks trimmed, and we 

will be prepared for our Lord to do His work and laboring at His 

coming again.

  The first reason 
to have a Foundation is it 
provides a safe and secure 
place, over time, for capital 
gifts to grow through wise 
and conservative investing.
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BE READY

PRINCIPLE III of the Foundation: 

“Be ready with God’s assets when the economy 
goes south and there is nothing but financial 
loss.”

The United States and world economies are very fickle; up 

and down, and down and up. We know by experience financial 

assets can be lost very quickly. Companies we serve today may drop our 

service tomorrow. What is good today in the economy may be a disaster 

next week or next year. 

The ministry, by God’s leading and empowerment, must be ready 

for those “financially hard times.” Foundation ministry leaders believe 

they must have large financial resources available to weather those eco-

nomic downturns and financial storms that could be on the horizon at 

any time.

With adequate financial resources on hand, the ministry will not 

only survive, but continue to enlarge, reaching more and more employ-

ees with God’s love and God’s Gospel. Don’t you agree that is a powerful 

reason to conserve financial resources in our Foundation?

PRINCIPLE IV of the Foundation: 

“The federal government will not rescue the work of God.”

Whether Democrats, Republicans, or Independents are 

running the government, there is and always will be a need 

for more tax money. With our country in debt trillions of dol-

lars, the future for religious non-profits and charities may look 

dim. Many predict, not too far in the future, the U.S. government will 

stop giving I.R.S. tax credit for financial gifts to causes like Marketplace 

Ministries. 

What effect would that have on financial gifts coming to our cause 

of Christ? What would that do to your giving, since all your life you have 

been given tax credit for your gifts, lowering your Adjusted Gross Income 

and reducing your taxes?

When that government change occurs, if it does, then Marketplace 

Ministries can use every dollar it has invested and saved to continue this 

work of God. It will not have to slow down or cease ministering because 

many givers stop giving. We will have preserved those financial assets of 

the “seven abundant years,” and begin using them wisely to fulfill God’s 

calling for His work on earth.

WHAT IF CHRIST DELAYS

Occasionally someone asks Foundation leaders, “What if you have 

millions of dollars in the Foundation and the Lord returns to earth as 

Judge and King? What then? Is that a waste of His money?” In answering 

the question, another question is asked by those leaders building finan-

cial assets, “What if He doesn’t return now?”

It has been more than 2,000 years, and He has not come back. It may 

be another 2,000 years before He returns. Only God the Father knows, 

and we must be prepared for hard times before His Second Coming.

One thing is for certain, everyone agrees we will join Him very soon. 

We will leave everything behind, all money, possessions, relationships, 

and family members. Thanatos is the Greek word for death, and it means 

separation. We will be separated from everything in our world today, for 

we all come to the end of this life on earth. 

The first full official year of Foundation operation in 1998 resulted 

in $432,547 dollars under management of the newly established Market-

place Ministries Foundation. This was an increase of $329,472 donated 

over the initial conceptual year to this financial support arm of this cause 

of Christ. From the beginning, it was evident God was in every aspect of 

creating the Foundation, and His hand of blessing was upon it.

It took less than 24 months of extending this opportunity for en-

dowed funds in the Foundation to surpass the first $1 million mark. At 

the end of the second year of Foundation operation, permanently re-

stricted capital gifts under management was $1,169,585.

The goal of $2 million was passed in 2004 with total assets in the 

Foundation standing at $2,250,220. The $5 million mark was passed 

three years later when funds invested were at $5,112,756. The doubling 

of that amount was reached in 2014 with the total Foundation funds at 

$10,517,138. Today the Foundation assets are $10,996,925, with God’s 

blessings and generous visionary giving.

$3 MILLION INVESTMENT

During nearly 20 years of having a Marketplace Ministries Founda-

tion, more than $3 million of the Foundation’s managed assets have been 

spent for ministry capital improvements, international expansion, edu-

cational scholarship support, special ministry projects outside of normal 

operational budgeted items, and special benevolence needs. Foundation 

dollars have been a part of God’s catalyst to move the ministry forward 

With adequate financial 
resources on hand, the 
ministry will not only 
survive, but continue to 
enlarge, reaching more and 
more employees with God’s 
love and God’s Gospel.
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in helping employees and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ over the past 

34 years.

Marketplace Ministries has a Governing Board that oversees ev-

ery aspect of the ministry and how it is run day to day. They have 

written policies that direct all aspects of the ministry carried out 

by fulltime senior leaders, and effectively led by Doug Fag-

erstrom, Executive President and CEO of Marketplace 

Ministries, Inc.

Likewise, the Foundation has its own Board of 

Directors who have the judicial responsibility for 

overseeing all funds of the ministry. They interface 

with two professional money managers, West-

wood Trust led by Greg Ballew, and Hodges 

Capital Management headed up by Craig 

Hodges, a longtime supporter of the ministry 

and former Board member. A key responsi-

bility of the Foundation Board is to ensure the 

asset allocation percentages of the funds are al-

ways in balance. When one area of growth exceeds 

the percentage agreed upon, then assets are sold and 

redistributed to other types of investments to stay within the 

agreed upon asset percentage 

guidelines.

The 2016 Foundation 

Board was composed of Gil A. 

Stricklin as Chairman, Mark 

Lovvorn as Vice Chairman, 

Ed Bonneau as Vice President, 

Kyle Hearon as Secretary, Dan 

Farrell as Treasurer, Calvin 

McKaig, MD, and Ray Pace. 

These men have extensive ex-

perience in banking, account-

ing, business, medicine, running Family Foundations, and ministry. All 

of them are supporters of Marketplace through their prayers and financ-

es, as well as with their time and influence for the good of God’s work.

Over the nearly two decades of the Foundation’s history, annual fi-

nancial growth has averaged about $600,000 a year for 19 years. That is 

not to say every year the assets have grown by $600,000; some years the 

ministry assets went down and dollars on paper were lost. The years of 

2001, 2002, and 2008 were all down years for Foundation assets. Alterna-

tively, there have been other years when the Foundation assets have gained 

as much as $1 million in a 12-month period, much more than $600,000.

Foundation leaders remind supporters, “We are not day traders, and 

we do not worry if the market goes south. We are 100-year trad-

ers, and we know over a long period of time Foundation 

funds conservatively invested will gain in value, a whole 

lot of value to support God’s work in the work arenas 

of the world.” 

The men and women who are funders and 

servants in this work of God always believe and re-

member that Emmanuel—“GOD WITH US”—has 

come to dwell among the shopkeepers and shop-

pers of this world, as well as employees and 

chaplains who reach out to support them 

through acts of kindness and care. As we are 

reminded at Easter of the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ on the third day, we know He is with us in 

our midst today. As chaplains represent His care, com-

passion, help, and hope, they are in the workplace as Ambassa-

dors of His love. 

Employees and their fam-

ily members who are sorrow-

ful, suffering, and crying out 

for help can come to Jesus by 

faith to experience His grace 

and mercy and know peace 

and purpose in a relationship 

with the Christ. Chaplains are 

there, with Him, in His minis-

try of reconciliation for every-

one who believes. Thanks be to 

God for His unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ and salvation.

That is what the money we raise, a few dollars or a few million, is 

all about… providing chaplains to touch the lives of some 176,644 em-

ployees and their family members spread across North America, and in 

far distant lands across oceans. That is what God and His money makes 

possible every day of the year, and it is Biblical too!

As chaplains represent His care, 
compassion, help, and hope, 

they are in the workplace as His 
ambassadors of His love.
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Longtime Dallas banker 

Martin Lovvorn passed 

away before the concept 

of Marketplace Chaplains 

became a reality. But his 

foresight, and the dedica-

tion of his wife and his family, established the 

concept of the Marketplace Ministries Foun-

dation which was planned to undergird the 

work of Marketplace Chaplains until the Lord 

returns.

“Before he died, my dad was very involved 

in endowments and helping set them up for 

others. He headed the board of directors for 

the Baptist Foundation, which aided many 

churches and projects, so he certainly knew 

what a positive impact endowments could 

have for good and for God,” said his son Mark 

Lovvorn.

After Martin passed away in the early 

1980s, his wife, Mary Carolyn, served as the 

first female board of directors member for 

Marketplace Ministries from 1992-2000. In 

1997, she met with Founder and President Gil 

Stricklin about the new idea of establishing a 

Marketplace Ministries Foundation and pro-

viding one of the first gifts.

“My mother had such great confidence in 

Gil and Marketplace Ministries and its unique 

mission in the workplace,” Mark Lovvorn said. 

“She did not hesitate in the least to contribute 

to this unique program.”

While Mary Carolyn Lovvorn passed 

away in December 2001, she and her family 

had provided a six-figure gift. Its lasting legacy 

continues to grow into what has become a part 

of more than $11 million wisely invested in the 

Marketplace Ministries Foundation.

Will Thomas, the current Chairman of the 

Marketplace Governing Board, whose father, 

Bill, was an early supporter and board member 

at Marketplace Ministries, said the organiza-

tion of a foundation, devised by Stricklin and 

initially supported by Lovvorn and others, was 

the support this ministry needed to continue 

for years to come.

“Because we target break-even opera-

tions in our ministry, the Foundation helps us 

reach special goals we cannot otherwise reach,” 

Thomas said. “When there are hard markets or 

down times, the Foundation can help with op-

erations to be sustainable. It’s a good organiza-

tion and a great opportunity to help others in 

God’s work.”

More than 140 individuals and compa-

nies have been involved in building the Mar-

ketplace Ministries Foundation, all with one 

goal in mind—attempting to strengthen the 

unique work of chaplains in the workplace un-

til the Lord returns.

While Lovvorns’ initial gift has increased 

many times in today's foundation value, 

Lovvorn said the unique workplace organiza-

tion has benefitted from the means of funding 

forever projects.

“It’s just a great way to earn money until 

the Lord comes back,” Lovvorn stressed. “It’s 

ongoing for God’s work. If it’s managed the 

right way, and we have some excellent people 

managing it, then it will always be producing 

income.”

Bill Thomas served as President of Capi-

tal Southwest Corporation, a large private 

equity firm for southwest and national busi-

nesses. His son, Will, is encouraged by the way 

Marketplace Ministries Foundation contin-

ues to fund projects of a practical and eternal 

nature.

A case in point was the recent $1.6 mil-

lion purchase of a new computer software 

platform and technology for chaplains in the 

field to be able to access information and re-

cord data more efficiently than ever. “Given 

that we don’t price our chaplain service to 

allow for the development of a new, needed 

information technology project, the Founda-

tion can be there to provide the funds for the 

much-needed addition.

“The Foundation also funds other special, 

necessary projects, and still keeps Marketplace 

Chaplains’ break-even status in our finances 

so we can help more people in a tangible way,” 

Thomas said.

 Those Who Primed the 
Pump

BILL THOMAS

MARTIN AND MARY CAROLYN LOVVORN

B Y  A R T  S T R I C K L I N
VICE PRESIDENT PUBLIC RELATIONS/CLASSIC EVENTS
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Why Give
to Marketplace Ministries
C A P I TA L  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A N D  T H E  F O U N D AT I O N
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T
here is a time in life to ask the 

question “WHY” as you con-

sider a particular situation. 

“WHY” really means “for 

what reason.” It is the cause or 

purpose for some action or event. 

That is what is being asked now today. 

What is the reason, cause, or purpose for your 

giving to an organization like Marketplace 

Ministries, this effort to touch the hearts and 

souls of employees and their families with the 

love of God? 

First, to understand the “why” for giving 

to the Marketplace effort, you must have an 

eternal perspective of life. 

You must grip the concept of living, as 

Randy Alcorn says, “Not for the dot • , but for 

the line—.” This life is just a dot in time, 50, 

60, 70, maybe 80, 90, or even 100 years. That is 

nothing, ever so brief, compared to the line—

eternity. 

The line is the beginning of life in Heaven, 

where the line of your new life goes on forever, 

never ending. You need to take your eyes off 

this life and turn them toward Heaven. You 

must measure everything you do, every in-

vestment of the financial assets you manage 

for God, every expenditure of your spiritual 

strength, and every activity you undertake, 

with the relationship to the line and Heaven. 

I remind all of us, our days are not num-

berless! They are numbered. Our days are few 

and rushing by like a racing river. When our 

days are passed, they are gone forever, never to 

return. Opportunities for giving that produce 

eternal results are few. Almost all of the things 

people work so hard at are not lasting and 

make no eternal difference. Your giving could 

make a difference for eternity. 

Secondly, to understand the “why” of 

your call to give to the Marketplace effort, 

you must have a biblical understanding of 

A wise man of Biblical understanding 

is one who knows what he is to do and 

goes about doing it.

B Y  G I L  A .  S T R I C K L I N
FOUNDER AND MINISTRY AMBASSADOR

❞

❝
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your role in fulfilling the Great Commission. 

At Christ’s ascension into Heaven, He 

gave all of us, as Soldiers in the Lord’s Army, 

our final marching orders. He said these orders 

were to be carried out until He came again. He 

has not come back yet, so His standing orders 

are current, active, and relevant for each of us 

today.

Almighty God, our Commanding Gen-

eral of the Lord’s Army, an Army that fights 

with care, love, forgiveness, humility, accep-

tance, and kindness, declared to us as if He 

spoke these words this morning: “Therefore 

go (ye) and make disciples of all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, (even) 

to the end of the age (end of the world).”

Don’t you want to be a part of a global 

mission enterprise that is building a strong 

base in North America so it can reach out to 

employees around the world? Don’t you want 

to work with and support, financially and spir-

itually through prayer, an organization that is 

leading employees to the Savior on more soil 

than just your own communities? Surely you 

want to be a part of an effort to fulfill the Great 

Commission, to be aggressively obedient to 

our Lord in continuing to fulfill His final di-

rection to us. 

You have a great opportunity to be a part 

of a team of men and women who support His 

work, to fulfill His order, to be a part of obe-

dience to His direction for service. You can do 

everything else; yet, if you are not helping fulfill 

His Great Commission, if you are not a part of 

that effort, you have missed the major objec-

tive for God’s true disciples, His dedicated fol-

lowers. Giving, praying, and witnessing bring 

the greatest joy to man. 

Finally, to understand the “why” of your 

call to give to this Marketplace effort, you 

must have a love for souls, a desire for all men 

and women to come to Jesus Christ for for-

giveness of sins, and claiming His Lordship.

Jesus said on one occasion, “HE THAT 

WINNETH SOULS IS WISE.” A wise man of 

Biblical understanding is one who knows what 

he is to do and goes about doing it. In this case, 

it is sharing the Good News, the Gospel, the 

story of Christ’s death in our place for our sins, 

His burial, and on the third day His bodily res-

urrection. 

There are more than 80,000 ministries 

and charities all across America. There are big 

ones, mid-size ones, and small ones. They all 

have a purpose and mission they are seeking 

to fulfill. They may care for orphans in Africa 

or the Middle East. They may dig wells for 

fresh water for people in Uganda or Nigeria. 

They may build houses for the poor in the in-

ner cities. They may feed the poor on the back 

streets of Calcutta. They may give medical 

care, attending to those with physical illnesses 

in Colombia. They may give clothing and gifts 

of candy to children worldwide at Christmas. 

They may provide medicine and vaccina-

tions for children who have AIDS or who are 

exposed to yellow fever and cholera in many 

parts of the world. All of these are massive hu-

man needs, and we need to help.

These ministries and charities are all 

good, and they are to be commended for their 

work, love, and help for others; however, even 

though they are good, they are not the BEST. 

Marketplace does not major in doing any of 

those good and decent things just named.

The bottom line is not to meet the physi-

cal or emotional needs of the people of the 

world. Marketplace Ministries’ bottom line is 

Giving, praying, and 

witnessing bring the 

greatest joy to man.

❞

❝
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leading people to Jesus as Savior. If you do not 

pray for the lost, and you do not have a con-

cern for those who do not declare Jesus as their 

Savior for the forgiveness of sins, then I don’t 

think you would have much interest in giving 

to our organization. 

A great majority of people who pray for 

us, financially give to us, and encourage us in 

the battle are people who love Jesus and want 

everyone else to love Him too. They have 

an evangelistic heart with a Christ-centered 

mission. 

God calls many people to do many good 

things in His name. Do not say, “Gil Stricklin 

thinks winning souls is the only valid ministry 

of God.” I have not stated that! However, you 

can quote me as saying, “Winning people to Je-

sus is the most important service to Christ any 

person can perform, and that is what Market-

place Chaplains do every day and every night. 

That is why we are in the marketplace; that is 

our primary purpose, our life’s blood in shar-

ing the Gospel of God’s love. You are most like 

Jesus when you are sharing the Gospel.” 

Oh, I hope and pray you know we en-

courage people, help people, and give benevo-

lence funds to provide financial support for 

many human needs. Why, I could share story 

after story of how we have financially helped 

people cover funerals costs, pay for a doctor in 

Honduras to operate on a mother of an em-

ployee, get old cars repaired for single mothers 

so they can get to work, and buy food and toys 

for poor families at Christmas.

We do all of that; however, if we are not 

sharing the Gospel, telling everyone we come 

in contact with that God loves them and they 

have done nothing to thwart His love for them 

and He wants them to spend eternity with 

Him in Heaven, then we have failed. We have 

drifted from our primary mission, our calling. 

We are nothing but a sanctified secular social 

service, and there are already enough of those; 

however, there are not enough ministries and 

organizations with the sole purpose of leading 

people to the Savior, to meet their need at their 

time of death.

There is a story in the Bible about four 

good men who brought their friend who need-

ed healing to Jesus. You know the story. They 

couldn’t get him close to our Lord because of 

the crowd in the house. Yet, he needed to be 

healed and Jesus could do it. He had friends 

who cared!

They went up on top of the house and 

tore a hole in the roof big enough to lower the 

man down on a strong mat strung with four 

ropes. Jesus rewarded their faith and compas-

sion for their friend and healed him.

Have you ever thought about who paid to 

have the roof repaired? The homeowner? The 

four friends? The man healed? Those in atten-

dance to hear Jesus? Who paid? 

There must be money to pay for those 

brought to Jesus. Asking for money has been 

my sole responsibility for the past two years. I 

don’t lead the ministry. I don’t make decisions 

for the ministry. I don’t hire or fire. I seek to 

provide for the ministry a strong financial base 

on which to operate today and in the future.

A whole lot of good and godly things 

have been funded by generous, godly people 

through our Foundation. There are assets for 

future doors of ministry opportunities God 

opens, and for seven lean years during difficult 

financial times.

Every day I pray, “Lord, give us the funds 

you want us to manage, and help us manage 

them well, pleasing Thee.” That is all we ask! 

If God nudges your heart to support us finan-

cially, then give; if not, do not give. Both ways 

are right! 

Marketplace Ministries’ bottom line is 

leading people to Jesus as Savior.

❞

❝
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B Y  A R T  S T R I C K L I N

VICE PRESIDENT PUBLIC RELATIONS/CLASSIC EVENTS

I 
n Proverbs 9:1 in the Old Testament, there is a verse that talks about the seven pillars of 

wisdom, “Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars” (Proverbs 

9:1). The foundation of the house of wisdom is “the fear of the Lord…” 

Over the past 20 years, dedicated supporters of Marketplace Chaplains have made a 

similar commitment to support the unique and innovative workplace ministry with some 

of the first and most significant endowments to the Marketplace Ministries Foundation.

More than 140 people, pillars of wisdom all, have established endowments to carry 

on the cause of Marketplace Chaplains until the Lord returns. Each person and endow-

ment is important to the eternal cause; however, there are seven pillars of various shapes, sizes and 

purposes that stand out.

Each pillar is dedicated to honor a family member, or close personal friend, and structured to 

benefit the workplace ministry they have experienced first-hand, up close and personal. Here is a 

look at Marketplace Ministries Foundation pillars of wisdom and the people behind them.

The Martin C. and Mary Carolyn Lovvorn Memorial Endowment
The Lovvorn’s were among the first to be counted on to support the Marketplace Minis-

tries Foundation (see the “Those Who Primed the Pump” article on page 7 for a more exten-

sive account of this endowment).

The Carl T. and Elizabeth Ann 
Lord Honorary Endowment

In the latter stages of their earthly 
lives, Grapevine, Texas, couple Carl and 
Elizabeth Lord have not been granted 
tremendous physical health or tremen-
dous financial or temporal wealth. This 
faithful couple does not complain, does 
not despair, and does not worry. They are 
called, as are all Christians, to be faithful 
to the heavenly call in all circumstances. 
That calling, which they seek to fulfill 
each and every day, is one of the reasons 
they established their endowment to 
support and enrich the mission of Mar-
ketplace Chaplains.

“We wanted to set up an endow-
ment which would be helpful to others, 
and especially for a service which is ben-
eficial to so many people,” said Elizabeth 
Lord, who speaks for herself and her hus-
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band. “Our funds accomplish this so much 
better at Marketplace than anywhere else I 
know. The money will continue to grow, and 
it will always be there for those who need it 
through this great service.”

Their endowment was first established 
in 2015 to help those individuals cared for 
by Marketplace Chaplains in the U.S. and all 
around the world.

“When the Lords have left this life for 
their Home in Glory, the financial support 
from their decision to establish an endow-
ment will help guarantee the ministry serves 
for a marathon, not just a 100-yard sprint,” 
reads the endowment wording. “The result of 
their wise investment in the Foundation will 
give financial assistance in touching thousands 
of lives around the world for Jesus Christ.”

“They are making a LEGACY GIFT, a 
mark for God in eternity that can never be 
erased.”

Elizabeth Lord and her husband don’t 
use a megaphone to trumpet their gifts or 
their lives of sacrifice and service, but instead 
display a quiet acceptance of the pilgrim’s 
path of long obedience to Christ and His 
work on earth. However, Elizabeth does have 
a quiet challenge for those considering their 
own contribution or endowment, perhaps a 
person or a couple blessed with more physi-
cal health or financial wealth. “Everybody 
can’t do the same thing, but we’ve done our 
part and it can go on forever. I hope others 
will do their part.”

The John B. III and Letitia 
McKibbon Honorary Endowment

John McKibbon has been part of his 

family’s caring business in the hospitality 

industry for more than a quarter of a cen-

tury, as long as he can remember. Unlike 

many kids with a paper route or lawn ser-

vice, McKibbon’s first job was folding tow-

els and washing dishes at a Holiday Inn his 

family ran in northeast Georgia.

After getting his degree in hotel man-

agement, McKibbon rejoined the compa-

ny in 1977, and now serves as Chairman 

and Chief Executive Officer with nearly 

900 employees in six southeastern states. 

He has seen first-hand the stress and 

strain of travelers and the employees who 

serve them and said chaplains have played 

a key role in the success of his lodging 

business. “The chaplains are not officially 

connected as employees of the company; 

however, the service is a benefit greatly 

used,” McKibbon said. “We wouldn’t pro-

vide chaplains if we did not know this was 

an important benefit used by our employ-

ees and their families. We have seen our 

turnover rate go down because our chap-

lains are showing, in many practical ways, 

that we do care and value our people as 

very important.

“There is more to business than see-

ing how much money you can make and 

seeing how big you can get,” he said. “We 

never want to lose focus on the most im-

portant thing—people’s lives, hopes and 

dreams. There are some things that are 

eternally important.”

The McKibbon Endowment was 

given with the desire and prayer that in-

vestment growth will produce a stream of 

financial support for Marketplace Chap-

lains until the end of time. “This initial gift 

is a capital gift that will never be spent, and 

only the earned income will be re-invested 

in direct support of the Ministry,” the en-

dowment reads. This hospitality family 

wants to see chaplains serving long into 

the future.

 
❝ Everybody can’t do 
the same thing, but 
we’ve done our part and 
it can go on forever. ❞
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The Fred James and Billie Lou Betts Schultz Memorial 
Endowment

Johnny Bledsoe and his Sturdisteel stadium seating company 

was among the first companies in Waco, Texas, the first city outside 

of Dallas, to use Marketplace Chaplains.

He and his wife Sally established this endowment to honor Sal-

ly’s parents, who first established the company he continues to lead 

today. Bledsoe has had chaplains in his busy industrial firm for many 

years, and he has seen firsthand the benefit to his employees and their 

family members.

“We just wanted to do something to honor our parents, and to 

help the Stricklins and the ministry they created here,” said Bledsoe. 

Bledsoe and his son, Taylor, who will one day take over the com-

pany, have been longtime supporters of the Marketplace Golf Clas-

sic to benefit the work of chaplains in North Texas. But Johnny said 

his family endowment is something of a 

more eternal basis. 

“It’s a larger tool to help 

others, not just a golf spon-

sorship, but a way to help 

people for a long time just 

like Marketplace does,” 

Johnny added.

The Rev. O.W. “Dub” and Grace Agena 
Efurd Hawaii-Pacific Evangelism 
Endowment

Oklahoma native, Dub, and Hawaiian, 

Grace Efurd, spent a vast majority of their lives 

in the Pacific island state of Hawaii, providing 

leadership to a number of churches and Chris-

tian causes in the islands.

While they passed away within a few years 

of each other, their son and daughter, Steve and 

Laura Efurd, wanted to honor them and their 

long relationship with Marketplace Ministries 

and its founders Gil and Ann Stricklin.

“Our parents gave their lives to the Lord, 

and we feel the Stricklins and Marketplace Min-

istries do as well. With this endowment, their 

legacy lives on in what they dedicated their 

lives to doing. They were early 

supporters of Marketplace 

Chaplains, and we are supporters as well,” said 

Steve Efurd, who now lives and works in Dallas.

“We wanted to support Marketplace Chap-

lains as part of my parents’ legacy,” Laura Efurd 

added. “If it helps Marketplace and helps bring 

others to Christ, then it is part of what we want 

to do. My dad helped start The Hawaii Baptist 

Foundation, so he knew something about the 

value of foundations.”

While Marketplace Chaplains doesn’t cur-

rently serve any Hawaiian-based companies, 

the Efurd children believe their endowment will 

continue to bless a work that can bless others for 

years to come.

“It’s the right way to do it, and the right 

thing to do. The way that Marketplace has grown 

is amazing and even in our little state, in the 

middle of the Pacific Ocean, we can spread the 

news of God’s love and His care for the work-

place. We can start our own legacies in this way,” 

Steve Efurd added.

“When I spoke at my dad’s funeral, I didn’t 

speak about who is going to fill his shoes because 

his task is done; it’s completed. Now, what are we 

going to do? It’s our turn now. This is one way 

to do it.”

Stories on  Endowments

 
❝ It’s a larger tool to help others, not 
just a golf sponsorship, but a way to 
help people for a long time just like 
Marketplace does.❞ JOHNNY AND SALLY BLEDSOE

STEVE AND SISTER LAURA EFURD
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The Jerry Lilley Memorial Marketplace 
Ministries Evangelism Endowment

Jerry Lilley and Gil Stricklin were friends 

for 70 years long before God put on Gil’s heart 

to begin the chaplain work in the workplace, 

having grown up together in the tiny north Tex-

as town of Denison.

Jerry and his wife Carolyn were early sup-

porters of the new chaplain work, and Jerry 

served on the Marketplace Board of Directors. 

When Jerry passed away, Carolyn looked for a 

way to honor his ministry and memory, and to 

continue the work he had encouraged for so long.

“I knew he (Jerry) would want me to do 

this. He shared the vision of the marketplace and 

shared the vision to reach others, and it’s really 

neat we have an opportunity to do something like 

this. We were there in the early stages in the 1990s, 

and it is fun to see its progress and the huge ex-

pansion of God’s work,” said Carolyn Lilley. 

Living near her family in Branson, Missouri, 

Carolyn established the endowment for the work 

she and her husband had supported for so long. 

Then, she asked the Lord’s help to complete her 

financial pledge.

“We have asked God to supply our needs 

for this endowment, and He has always come 

through. He knows the needs and the goals, and 

He always comes through. The final answer was 

when I sold Ed’s 1998 Buick Convertible, and that 

money put me over the top. God always comes 

through for His ministries,” she added.

The Jo and Wendy Beckham Memorial 
Marketplace Ministries Endowment

Austin surgeon Pat Beckham, MD, and Mar-

ketplace Ministries Founder Gil Stricklin were 

friends at Baylor University long before they ever 

considered what God would call them to do in 

their lives.

Beckham said he saw the same qualities in 

his parents as in the hundreds of workplace chap-

lains, and he wanted to establish an endowment 

to honor his parents and enhance the ministry. 

“My dad was a businessman and he treated peo-

ple like a chaplain, always helping them out and 

treating them the right way,” Beckham said. “My 

mom conducted Bible study and helped others 

and treated people like a chaplain does.”

“Having a chaplain ser-

vice is such a great amenity 

for companies, and this 

endowment is a way to 

help continue that now 

and for all time,” Beck-

ham added. 

Pat’s brother Josh said 

he was grateful to be 

invited to help grow the family endowment in 

support of the work of Marketplace Chaplains. 

“Chaplains have helped so many people, and 

sometimes the only resource for help and faith 

that people have can find them smack in the 

middle of the workplace,” said Josh.

A third brother, Sparkey Beckham, joined in 

this effort too, and has generously supported his 

family’s endowment in the Foundation. 

Pat Beckham said he knew Stricklin worked 

at the railroad yards during his summers at Bay-

lor, and he knows his family endowment can ful-

fill the same mission. “I see the endowment and 

the chaplains as a railroad track, parallel to each 

other to help others. It’s a good value and gives 

good service, and it is hand and glove with our 

financial support and what chaplains are accom-

plishing,” explained Pat Beckham. 

Pillars of financial and Godly wisdom will 

always stand the test of time.

 
❝ Having a chaplain 

service is such a great 

amenity for companies.❞

PAT BECKHAM, MD

JERRY LILLEY

 
❝ God knows the 
needs and the goals, 
and He always 
comes through.❞
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Become a 
Friend of the 
Foundation

D
o you have a passion for a special ministry that 

impacts the Kingdom for Christ? Chaplains in the 

workplace do that every day. Even so, there is so 

much more we can do in partnering with you. For 

instance, you can begin an endowment of any size to fund 

your special passion in the Marketplace Ministries Foundation. 

There are 77 “Friends of the Foundation” Endowments with 

sizes ranging from $1 to $9,999. The investment earnings 

from these combined funds, totaling $131,873 at the end of 

2016, are used to support various ministry efforts such as 

international expansion, USA expansion, direct evangelism 

efforts, general financial support and university scholarships 

for children of fulltime employees. We have a limited fund to 

provide financial support to our chaplains and support staff for 

mission trips where sharing the Gospel is the primary objective. 

Also, we have a fund for our company employees’ benevolence 

when disasters strike, such as their house burns to the ground.

Generally speaking, Marketplace Chaplains is a some-

what narrowly focused ministry to take the love of Christ to 

the workplace. However, there are many other opportunities to 

share Christ’s love and/or share the gospel, which may be your 

passion. We would love for you to sit down with our CEO, Doug 

Fagerstrom, and discuss your vision.

Much like Psalm 50, as Christians, we know everything 

belongs to God, for He created it. He has given us the respon-

sibility to be good stewards. Of course, your church comes 

first. I ask you this, is there a passion God has given you that 

an endowment can support to impact the Kingdom for Christ?

If you can dream it, God can do it. 

For every beast of the forest is Mine, 

The cattle on a thousand hills. 

I know every bird of the mountains, 

And everything that moves in the field is Mine. 

P S A L M  5 0 : 1 0 - 1 1

B Y  G E O R G E  C O T T E R
PRESIDENT OF MARKETPLACE CHAPLAINS USA
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Funders Who Give  from 
Their Foundation  to Ours

Givers Used 17 Other Foundations to Support 
the Marketplace Ministries Foundation in 2016

B Y  G I L  A .  S T R I C K L I N
FOUNDER AND MINISTRY AMBASSADOR

F
oundations located in Indiana, 

Colorado, Georgia, Florida, Penn-

sylvania and Texas sent finan-

cial gifts to God’s ministry in the 

marketplace, as advised by their 

donors, to the Marketplace Ministries Foun-

dation of Plano, Texas. 

Some 22 individuals and families directed 

$214,198 through their foundations to the 

chaplains’ ministry at work during 2016. The 

largest gift was $40,000 while the smallest con-

tribution totaled $100.

Some of those foundations included 

Porter County Community Foundation of 

Valparaiso, Indiana, National Christian Foun-

dation of Alpharetta, Georgia, and the Hobbs 

Foundation of Tampa, Florida. Also, addi-

tional support came from the Forester Fam-

ily Foundation of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 

the Kimberly A. Foundation of Longboat Key, 

Florida, the Jaber Family Charitable Founda-

tion of Duluth, Georgia, and the James S. Herr 

Foundation of Nottingham, Pennsylvania.

Some contributing foundations in Texas 

were the Paul and Jane Meyer Foundation of 

Waco, The Ginger Murchison Foundation 

of Dallas, the Sondra Nelson Pace Founda-

tion of McKinney, The Boyd and Joan Kelley 

Charitable Foundation of Wichita Falls, The 

Furr’s Wishing Well Foundation of Plano, The 

Hamill Foundation of Houston, IPC Nation-

al Charitable Foundation of Dallas, Greater 

Houston Community Foundation, Commu-

nities Foundation of Texas, and the East Texas 

Communities Foundation of Tyler.

“We are deeply grateful for every gift to 

this ministry,” said Gil A. Stricklin, who has 

served as a leader of the Marketplace Minis-

tries Foundation since its beginning in 1998. 

“The gifts that come out of someone’s founda-

tion, whether national, communities, local or 

private, are very special to sustain this work of 

God on earth.”

He went on to express almost every per-

son who has given from their own foundation 

assets are his personal friends, as well as friends 

of the Marketplace effort throughout North 

America, and far off countries as well. 

Paul J. Meyer was one of the first busi-

nessmen in Waco, along with Earl Patrick and 

Jim Stewart, who hired Marketplace Ministries 

Chaplains’ service for several of his local com-

panies. Chaplains have cared for hundreds of 

his employees since 1986, as Waco was the first 

city outside of Dallas to implement chaplains 

for employees.

Paul and Gil Stricklin were close friends, 
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as this very successful Central Texas business-

man was one of the greatest encouragers of 

the ministry ever. Paul wrote on one occasion 

Marketplace Ministries was the most success-

ful, efficient, effective and dynamic Christian 

ministries he had ever encountered anyplace 

in the world.

This godly, good, and generous Chris-

tian man made Heaven a better place when 

God called him Home on October 26, 2009. 

His wife, Jane Meyer, their family and friends 

established The Paul J. Meyer Memorial Mar-

ketplace Ministries Endowment in the Market-

place Ministries Foundation of Plano, Texas, 

in 2014. “The earned income off of the capital 

gifts to his endowment will help sustain this 

ministry until Christ comes again,” said Foun-

dation officials. 

“Paul and Jane Meyer have been some 

of our most generous supporters. They not 

only hired us to care for their employees, but 

they have given several additional contribu-

tions, making a huge difference in our cause of 

Christ,” explained Stricklin. “They truly ‘excel 

in the grace of giving.’”

Possibly the most unusual gift to come 

to the Foundation was given by board mem-

bers of Furr’s Cafeterias, who had Marketplace 

Chaplains in their restaurants at one time. Ken 

Reichart, who was an executive at Furr’s, also 

served as the Chairman of the Board of their 

Furr’s Wishing Well Foundation. 

This Foundation was set up for employ-

ees’ benevolent needs. When the company 

was sold, the Furr’s Wishing Well Foundation 

Board voted to give its financial assets to Mar-

ketplace Ministries Foundation. Their check 

of more than $50,000 established The Furr’s 

Wishing Well Benevolence Endowment in the 

Marketplace Ministries Foundation to help 

meet the needs of employees and their families 

who are cared for by Marketplace Chaplains.

Don Wills is the president of the board of 

The Ginger Murchison Foundation, named in 

honor of this dear and devoted East Texas hu-

manitarian. She placed her assets in her foun-

dation to help and care for people with health, 

education, and scores of other needs. Her gifts 

have gone to hospitals, libraries, and various 

schools, as well as many other civic endeavors 

that sustain and help individuals, both young 

and old.

Funds came from her assets to create The 

Virginia L. “Ginger” Murchison Memorial Mar-

ketplace Benevolence Endowment in the Mar-

ketplace Ministries Foundation. The board of 

her foundation elected to support, through 

this workplace ministry, employees and their 

family members with pressing or emergency 

financial needs. 

“We are confident Ginger would be joy-

fully pleased some of her financial assets are 

going to help employees and their families,” 

said Wills. “She was a caring person, a lady of 

compassion, and had a love for all aspects of 

life and living. Her vision for helping others 

was broad and deep, which certainly entailed 

benevolence for those in need.” 

J. Gregory Winchester of Milton, Geor-

gia, John McKibbon of Tampa, Florida, Steve 

Luse of Aurora, Illinois, and Earl Patrick and 

his family of Waco, Texas, all have established 

“Donor Advisory Funds” in the National 

JOHN AND LETITIA MCKIBBON

DON WILLS
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Christian Foundation of Atlanta, Georgia.

Each of these individuals, and/or their 

families, has selected Marketplace Ministries 

to receive funds out of their giving accounts. 

Some have given very large gifts in establishing 

endowments in their family name or honoring 

a loved one. 

Other individuals, seeking to be faithful 

stewards and managers of God’s money, orga-

nized their assets in another foundation several 

years ago. Godly and generous individuals like 

Meriam Calabria of Dallas, J. LeGrande and 

Cassandra Northcutt of Longview, Texas, and 

Jack and Jody Allen of Sarasota, Florida, all 

have their “giving” assets in foundations they 

know and trust. Their giving to God’s causes 

are dispersed out of the foundations they use.

Their money, like all financial gifts to 

Marketplace Ministries, is used to sustain 

and support this work of God on earth in the 

workplaces of the world.

Ray and Sondi Pace feel they are only 

God’s overseers of the assets they manage for 

Him. When they were blessed abundantly with 

much financial responsibility, they formed 

their own private family foundation, the Son-

dra Nelson Pace Foundation. They have CPA 

accounting support, financial management, 

and tax legal counsel to help care for the assets 

they manage.

“Sondi and I don’t feel we own any mon-

ey, stocks, bonds, gold or anything else, for we 

just manage it all for our Lord,” said Ray Pace. 

“We seek where God wants us to give, and how 

much, and then we give with great joy.”

This dedicated church couple gives to 

many Christian causes beginning with their 

church were they worship each Sunday. Other 

Christian organizations close to their hearts 

are Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Camp 

Fire Girls & Boys, and, of course, Marketplace 

Ministries.

Ray Pace has been on the Marketplace 

Ministries Board of Directors since 2001, and 

now serves on the Advisory Council and Mar-

ketplace Ministries Foundation Board, bring-

ing his business and foundation experience, 

along with his faith commitment to help build 

a strong financial and prayer base on which the 

ministry can function. 

Over the past two years, the ministry has 

received nearly $18,000 provided by scores of 

individuals during the North Texas Giving Day 

each September. The day encourages generous 

giving and has been the work of Communities 

Foundation of Texas, headed by President and 

CEO, David J. Scullin, of Dallas.

Many Christians who follow the teachings 

and requirements of Jesus Christ adopt what 

author and Christian ministry leader, Randy 

Alcorn of Eternal Perspective Ministries calls 

“The Treasure Principle.” This idea is com-

posed of several concepts dealing with and 

handling money.

A focus of this Biblical concept is you will 

leave everything behind. You will be separated 

from money, family, relationships and every-

thing else. Thanatos is the Greek word for 

death; it literally means separation. We will 

leave all money for someone else. You can take 

none of it with you!

However, there is a way to keep money for 

all eternity…send it on before you as you give 

to God’s causes, and in so doing you make a 

deposit in your Heavenly Bank Account. The 

person who gives to our Foundation, which 

goes to His ministry in the marketplace, is 

making a legacy investment that will never lose 

value. These funders who give just might hear 

the Lord say to them one day, “Well done good 

and faithful steward, you managed my money 

well. Your reward awaits you now!”

RAY AND SONDI PACE
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L
arry Ramsey, one of Marketplace Ministries 

most positive, funniest and beloved former 

staff members, watches from Heaven as his 

endowment grows primarily through one 

of sport’s most frustrating, often upsetting, 

athletic contests—golf.

The Larry A. Ramsey Memorial Endowment was 

begun in 2007 after he passed away from his battle with 

cancer. Since the initial donation, financed through gifts 

given in his honor during his Dallas funeral service, the 

majority of donations have come from the Larry Ramsey 

Putting Contest held in Dallas during the annual Market-

place Golf Classic every fall. The endowment honoring 

the memory of the former Vice President of Marketing 

now stands at $212,140.

“After the funeral we had this money, and Gil said he 

wanted to honor Larry with it in an endowment.

“Then we started the putting contest, and Larry 

would get the biggest kick looking down from Heaven 

and seeing us adding money each year. His endowment 

continues to grow every year. We can spend it for critical 

needs or use it to honor future Marketplace projects,” said 

his wife Mary Ramsey Chesnutt.

Ramsey, along with the person he hired who would 

eventually replace him, Jason Brown, plus others in the 

organization would sometimes take advantage of good 

weather and the opportunity to chase the golf ball on a 

local course. Now, every fall, money is added to the ever-

increasing endowment thanks to the Marketplace Dallas 

Golf Classic putting contest.

“I’m sure he is thrilled watching down from heaven 

to see the golf tournament and the involvement in the en-

dowment,” his son Michael Ramsey said. “It’s tied to a rec-

reational activity he loved and a ministry model he loved. 

It is a true win to everybody involved.”

Larry Ramsey came to Marketplace Chaplains from 

the corporate world of Radio-TV sales. He used his win-

some personality and positive nature to influence some of 

the earliest companies to sign up with Marketplace, some-

times even using the green grass setting of the golf course 

as the sales presentation backdrop.

Longtime ministry supporter Bob Chitwood was 

a friend of Ramsey’s from church, and one of the first 

B Y  A R T  S T R I C K L I N
VICE PRESIDENT PUBLIC RELATIONS/CLASSIC EVENTS

Previous Dallas Putting Contest 
Winner George James with 

Mary Ramsey-Chesnutt.

Larry Ramsey
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donors to The Larry A. Ramsey Memorial Endowment 

through his cash contribution at the putting contest. He 

said he couldn’t think of a better way to honor his long-

time friend and golf partner.

“It’s just a cool deal to honor Larry in this way; it’s 

amazing,” Chitwood said.

Mary Ramsey Chesnutt said she has been amazed at 

the continued growth for a cause he loved and a sport he 

played. “I just can’t believe how much it has grown and the 

size it has reached. It would be such a thrill for Larry to 

see this money being used in God’s way for this ministry.”

Her memories of her husband’s transformation from 

a titan of the media business world to a titan for God’s 

business is still surprising even decades later. “I still re-

member the first day Larry came home to tell me about 

this new ministry and how he might be involved. Then 

God put it on his heart to call Gil (Stricklin) almost a year 

later saying he wanted to be involved.

“I was thinking I don’t know how God can use you 

from a radio and TV background, but he did mightily. 

This endowment is another way to honor Larry and grow 

the ministry he was so involved in. It’s a way to continue to 

grow God’s work.”

With a wife and two kids, not to mention a busy job, 

Michael Ramsey doesn’t have the time to play much golf 

these days. However, he will always remember the trans-

formation in his dad’s life because of the ministry in the 

marketplace. 

“He loved Marketplace Chaplains as such a unique 

ministry, and for the rest of my life when I think of him, 

I will think of the dedication of his work life from Radio/

TV to Marketplace and how he was able to make a differ-

ence through his life. That’s what this endowment is going 

to continue to do, make a difference in someone’s life.”

So this fall, scores of golfers will gather around a 

close-groomed putting green trying their golfing luck, 

hoping for the best. Some do not know that with each 

stroke, with each dollar contributed, they are honoring a 

man who loved God, loved people, loved golf, and loved 

mixing them together.

Larry was a golfing champion for God’s marketplace 

cause. 
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The Edmund D. Sneed Memorial Endowment
The Edmund D. Sneed Memorial Endowment is one of the oldest and largest endowments in 

the Foundation. Ed was on the Marketplace Ministries Board of Directors from 1992 to 1998 and 

also served as Chairman. He was one of the early leaders of Marketplace Chaplains and would trav-

el frequently with Gil promoting the benefits of Marketplace Chaplains. Ed was a lifelong friend of 

Gil Stricklin, growing up with him in the small town of Denison, Texas, attending Baylor together 

and then serving together.

This endowment was established by Ed’s wife, Ann, and their son and daughter. Ann is cur-

rently on the Advisory Council for Marketplace Ministries. Their son, David, continues his connec-

tion with the ministry by playing in the Houston Golf Classic.

The Stephen A. Oliver Sr. Memorial and Kathy Crawford Oliver 
Honorary Endowment

The Stephen A. Oliver Sr. Memorial and Kathy Crawford Oliver Honorary Endowment honors 

the memory of a strong supporter of chaplain ministry in the workplace, as well as Marketplace 

Ministries. This endowment was established to support the worldwide enlargement of this minis-

try service in businesses. Mr. Oliver served on the Marketplace Ministries Board of Directors from 

2005 to 2009, and later on the ministry’s Foundation Board. He faithfully traveled from Kansas 

City to Dallas and was heavily involved in the leadership of Marketplace Ministries for several years.

Steve also provided Marketplace’s first company in Kansas City. He hired Marketplace Chap-

lain’s Employee Care Service in 1998, and we served his employees at all of his dealerships until he 

sold his business in February of 2009. During that time, Steve made friends with every chaplain 

who walked into his stores…many who continue to serve with Marketplace today. 

This endowment is a gift to continue the legacy of Steve Oliver and was begun by his wife, 

Kathy, and sons Stephen, Jr., and Benjamin, on February 20, 2015. Steve’s legacy also continues in 

the chaplains who improved their ministry skills in his stores and the countless lives of employees 

impacted by the love of Christ. With Christ as our Savior, we will join Steve in Heaven one day 

before long. 

B Y  J I M  T E R E S C H U K
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT – MAJOR COMPANIES

Foundation Gifts in Memory of Special People

M
arketplace Ministries is a very special ministry 

built upon the love, labor, prayers and gifts of 

many individuals. Over the years business lead-

ers have offered their businesses as consecrated 

mission fields where our chaplains can minister. 

Business and ministry leaders have lent their expertise, time, and treasure 

to help oversee and expand the ministry across the U.S. and outside its 

borders. Individuals, couples and families have given their hearts, prayers 

and financial gifts, partnering with Marketplace Ministries to see God’s 

work advance. Hundreds of men and women have given their hearts and 

lives to come alongside hurting employees and their families to serve as 

administrative personnel and chaplains. 

As the years have passed, some of those early ministry partners have 

been called Home into Christ’s presence, and yet, their influence con-

tinues in the form of an endowment that has been established in their 

name and memory in the Marketplace Ministries Foundation. Here we 

highlight just a few to remind us of the many who have given so much, 

and in many ways, to advance the Cause of Christ and His Kingdom, 

supporting God’s work at work.

EDMUND D. SNEED
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The James N. “Jeff” Jeffrey Sr. Memorial Endowment
The James N. “Jeff” Jeffrey Sr. Memorial Endowment honors the memory of Jeff Jeffrey who 

served on the Marketplace Ministries Board of Directors from 1984 to 1991. He was one of the 

ministry’s original board members, providing leadership and direction, and enabling the ministry 

to grow. He was a great friend of Gil Stricklin, as well as the ministry. He was instrumental in intro-

ducing Gil Stricklin to Paul and Jane Meyer in the early 1960s (More about them later.)

Jeff was the national executive director of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes from 1963 to 

1972. He became director of human resources for the House of Lloyd in 1987 and was Vice Presi-

dent of its Share Foundation. His son, Neal Jeffrey Jr., has been on the Board of Directors from 1999 

to present (now the Governing Board).

This endowment was established in 1998. This endowment was a gift honoring his life and 

legacy by his wife, Frances, his three sons, Neal, John, and Jay, his daughter, Jan Akin, and other 

family members and friends.

The Paul J. Meyer Marketplace Ministries Endowment
The Paul J. Meyer Marketplace Ministries Endowment was established by Mrs. Jane Meyer in 

2014 to not only honor, but also continue, the life and legacy of her husband, Paul, in the market-

place. Paul’s companies in Waco, Texas, allowed the ministry to hire its first chaplain outside the 

Dallas area in 1985. The first client company in Waco was Jim Stewart Realtors, followed closely 

by Paul J. Meyer. Paul signed up seven of his companies, allowing the ministry to grow quickly in 

Waco.

Paul J. Meyer was also a man of faith and vision. Paul shared his faith and vision with anyone 

who would listen. His coupling of faith and vision influenced many—in business and in life. One 

of those was President Todd Milano of Penn College in Pennsylvania. When President Milano 

heard Paul’s passion about using chaplains to serve his employees, President Milano sought out 

Marketplace Chaplains to serve at his campus locations.

Paul and his wife, Jane, also extended their love and generosity to many. The financial support 

The Meyer Family Foundation gave to Marketplace Ministries, and countless other ministries, is 

remarkable. They gave extensive dollars to this ministry in helping expand its reach across the USA, 

the United Kingdom, Mexico and Puerto Rico. Their contributions, along with many others, made 

it possible for the ministry to reach places and people that had been impossible to reach. Only 

eternity will reveal the extent of the riches of His grace.

Over the years, 55 Memorial Endowments have been established in the Marketplace Minis-

tries Foundation. Each one of these was given to recognize the life and legacy of a special individual 

who remains special to their friends and family, special to God, and very special when it comes to 

advancing His Kingdom now, and in the days ahead until He returns. We thank God for His gifts 

of those individuals he selects and sends to help us accomplish His work. May we do so endowed 

with His Spirit and for His Glory.

JAMES N. “JEFF”JEFFREY SR.

PAUL AND JANE MEYER



T
here is a Chinese Proverb that goes 

like this, “The best time to plant a 

tree was 20 years ago. The sec-

ond best time is now.” Thankfully, 

thousands of individuals have made, and are 

continuing to make, the decision to sow their 

resources toward the 143 total endowments es-

tablished in the Marketplace Ministries Foun-

dation. These endowments are reaping consid-

erable fruit for the Kingdom. Three have the 

extra significance of being designated to honor 

personnel in the ministry, two honoring indi-

viduals, and one honoring every chaplain and 

staff member at Marketplace Chaplains.

The most recent of these three endow-

ments, The Chaplain David “Lane” and Caro-

lyn Park Workplace Evangelism Endowment, 

was established in 2014 by a loving bride, Car-

olyn, in honor of her husband. Carolyn and 

Lane have been married for nearly 60 years. 

She wanted to honor her sweetheart for his 12 

joyful years of service as a chaplain with Mar-

ketplace Chaplains, until Alzheimer’s started 

taking its toll.

While Lane still wears his chaplain’s badge 

as he ministers to his fellow residents in a 

long-term care facility, the initial $25,000 gift 

Carolyn made in his honor is also working to 

touch lives and help other chaplains continue 

the work Lane did so wonderfully for so many 

years in the marketplace.

Another endowment honoring a Mar-

ketplace chaplain, The Chaplain Clois R. Smith 

Honorary Endowment, was established by 

Bruce and Linda Williams, he being a former 

executive with an oil company and owner of 

Irma’s Southwest Grill, a highly popular es-

tablishment in the downtown Houston food 

scene. Both businesses have enjoyed the re-

wards of having chaplains call on their em-

ployees each week. 

Bruce and Linda’s gift of $100,000 in 

2007, to honor Chaplain Clois Smith of Katy, 

Texas, keeps on giving, allowing the ministry 

to fund expansion into new markets and cover 

the costs of capital improvements often not 

covered by the operating budget of the minis-

try. Clois also keeps on giving and giving, just 

as he did in his first year when he joined Mar-

ketplace Chaplains in 2000. With every com-

pany visit, Clois brings a smile, an encouraging 

word, and the love of the Lord to everyone.

The Chaplain and Staff Endowment, 

which honors every person employed at the 

ministry, is the oldest of these three endow-

ments, having been established in 1998. It was 

established with the acknowledgment that 

while money may be given at times to honor a 

specific individual, in reality, the work of Mar-

ketplace Chaplains has been a collective effort 

of countless souls over the years. This endow-

ment honors all of the Marketplace staff who 

are devoted to duty, dedicated to the Lord, 

filled with faith, and have a deep and abiding 

passion to serve others in His name. 

Every single day, every person, from those 

serving as staff to the many friends and sup-

porters of the ministry, everyone is in the seed-

planting business…planting seeds of hope, 

comfort, and encouragement which will point 

others to the Savior. These special endow-

ments are just one way to say “thank you” to all, 

for the work they are carrying out.

Bruce states, “Once Linda, my wife, and I 

acknowledged and confessed that all we have 

belongs to God, it became much easier to in-

vest in Kingdom causes.” He added, “I en-

courage prompt investing; it’s better to invest 

now than waiting. Just as we wouldn’t sit on 

our money and not do anything with it for five 

years in the financial markets, neither should 

we sit on our money and resources and hold 

off giving it back in the Kingdom. Giving and 

charity is an investment in God’s Kingdom. 

The returns from these investments are incal-

culable. We acknowledge it is all God’s balance 

sheet, simply managed by Bruce and Linda, 

and we just want to see it be put to good use 

for His glory.”

“Every once in a while we get to see the 

fruit from the seeds we plant, and that is a 

real blessing,” Bruce said. “But often people 

plant trees knowing they will not personally 

reap the benefits of the shade, but they plant 

seeds for God’s Kingdom, knowing one day in 

Heaven we will see the results of what we have 

planted.”

Someone once said, “Good things take 

time, but great things happen all at once.” The 

seeds we plant today may not appear to be pro-

ducing much good this day, but one day, great 

things will come from the good which we do in 

God’s name and honor.
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Planting Seeds for God!

B Y  B R I A N  H O R N E R
COMPANY CARE LEADER, HOUSTON, TEXAS

CHAPLAIN LANE PARK

   CHAPLAIN CLOIS SMITH
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S
ince 1998 individuals and fami-

lies have invested their resources 

through the Marketplace Ministries 

Foundation to support a variety of 

Marketplace Ministries’ initiatives 

and ongoing efforts to reach the workplace 

with the love of God. Givers have chosen and 

designated various projects that reflect their 

particular heart interest in the work of chap-

lains in the workplaces of the world. 

It is not surprising one of the most popu-

lar funding objectives for many of these sus-

taining endowments is evangelism in the work-

place—the commitment of chaplains to bring 

the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to people 

at work through acts of compassion and their 

words expressing the truths of the gospel of 

the grace of God. These generous contributors 

have joined their hearts and financial resources 

to provide funding for the ongoing effective-

ness of evangelism, the undergirding calling 

of chaplains in the workplace. Eleven endow-

ments have Evangelism as the primary identi-

fier in the name of the endowment. 

Two of these funds serve as examples of 

the hearts of these generous givers. One is The 

Bobby C. and Susan Albert Family Marketplace 

Evangelism Endowment. This fund was estab-

lished by Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Albert in 2014. 

Bobby Albert was a long-time owner of Al-

bert Moving and Storage, a company served 

by Marketplace Chaplains. After observing 

firsthand the fruitfulness of Gospel witness by 

chaplains in their workplace, the Alberts estab-

lished this legacy fund to perpetuate evange-

lism by chaplains in many other businesses. 

Another fund focused on workplace gos-

pel sharing is The Chaplain David “Lane” and 

Carolyn Park Workplace Evangelism Endow-

Givers Choose What to 
Support in the Ministry 
through The Foundation

B Y D A N  T R U I T T ,  P h . D .
DIRECTOR OF STAFF CARE AND SPIRITUAL VITALITY
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ment (see Brian Horner’s article on page 24 for 

a more extensive account of this endowment). 

This endowment is in honor of Chaplain Lane 

Park, who served effectively in workplace min-

istry for 12 years in the Dallas area. As a chap-

lain, he led many to faith in Christ through his 

compassionate service, both in meeting daily 

and temporal needs, as well as eternal needs 

through clear Gospel proclamation. It is fitting 

that two endowments focused on evangelism 

reflect the beautiful and effective partnership 

of companies and chaplains joining together 

to bring the good news of eternal salvation 

through faith in Christ to employees and their 

families. 

Another targeted focus of some Mar-

ketplace Ministries Foundation contributors 

is the international expansion of workplace 

chaplaincy outside the United States. Since 

2006, Marketplace Chaplains have expanded 

to Mexico, Puerto Rico, the U.K., Canada, and 

China. This expansion would not have been 

possible without dedicated and focused giving 

for this purpose. The seeds planted through 

these contributions continue to bear fruit in 

these international locations where chaplains 

daily serve employees and their families, just 

as their co-workers do in the United States. 

These are international missions in the work-

places of the world (See C.G. Maclin’s article 

on page 28 for more detail on international 

expansion).

Other foundation contributions are spe-

cifically provided to support the staff of Mar-

ketplace Chaplains. One such allocation is the 

Scholarship Fund for Children of Chaplains and 

Staff. This fund provides educational scholar-

ships in increments of $5,000 per academic 

year to children of full-time staff. Since 2011, 

39 sons and daughters have been helped in 

their post-secondary schooling with a total 

given of $436,000. For some of these students, 

schooling beyond high school would have 

been a hardship, or even impossible, without 

these scholarships provided by generous con-

tributors to the Foundation. 

A second fund which uniquely supports 

the Marketplace staff is the Missions Trip Sup-

port Program. This account provides funding 

assistance for staff members who embark on 

missions activities in addition to their Market-

Marketplace Chaplains’ Kayla Ferman in Malawi, 

Africa, as the result of a Foundation gift.

Marketplace’s Jeanette Robért (left) and team lead worship in Kenyan slums.

Marketplace Chaplains’ Sam Chacko shares 
with students how to discover God’s will in 
Dubai during an international mission trip.
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place duties, such as through their local church 

or another mission organization. Participation 

in these trips and activities greatly enhances 

the Marketplace staff ’s spiritual fervor and 

maturity, resulting in increased effectiveness in 

their chaplain and staff responsibilities. It also 

provides a much needed time of spiritual re-

freshment and respite.  

Benevolence Funds to help company em-

ployees and their families in need of financial 

support are another focus of some Foundation 

contributors. These funds allow chaplains to 

provide financial support to employees and 

their families who find themselves in crisis, fac-

ing extreme financial needs. Examples of needs 

met by chaplain benevolence funds include: 

payment for the funeral of a loved one who 

died suddenly without financial provision, or 

household goods, food and furniture after a 

home is suddenly destroyed by fire or storm. 

These compassionate gifts of benevolence give 

credibility to the chaplains’ Gospel witness and 

often lead to authentic evangelistic opportuni-

ties. The Furr’s Wishing Well Foundation Be-

nevolence Endowment is a vibrant example of 

this focus in giving. (See Gil Stricklin’s article 

on page 17 for more on this endowment). 

Additional opportunities to support the 

ministry through the Foundation include 

funding for internships provided to students 

of seminaries who receive training as interns 

through Marketplace Chaplains. Capital im-

provements are also funded by givers who 

have a specific interest in projects that would 

not be possible without dedicated funds, such 

as software upgrades or chaplain training en-

hancements. 

Finally, some Foundation contributors 

want to support the ministry of chaplains to 

bring the love of God to workplaces, but do 

not have a specific project or focus in mind. 

These givers donate funds for General Finan-

cial Support and allow Marketplace leadership 

to invest their gifts “where needed most.” 

For those who desire to become finan-

cial partners in reaching the workplaces of the 

world with the love of God through chaplains, 

the Marketplace Ministries Foundation is an ef-

fective and ready vehicle to care for the wellbe-

ing of multitudes of hurting people and make 

an eternal impact for the Kingdom of God.

Marketplace’s Jeanette Robért’s 

team in Kenya.

Marketplace leaders Shane Satterfield and John Mileson regularly take client company leaders to Costa Rica.
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I
n recent years, donors to the Market-

place Ministries Foundation have pro-

vided significant funding for several 

large and immediate impact projects. 

These financial gifts have helped im-

prove chaplain ministry efficiency and ad-

vanced the training through the Marketplace 

Chaplains Academy. 

This past year, Foundation dollars total-

ing $1.6 million funded the update to our cus-

tom software used daily by chaplains and ad-

ministrators alike. The first reporting software 

for MMI was developed in 2003-2004 and was 

affectionately known as the Chaplain Care 

System (CCS). In today’s technological world, 

12-year-old software is totally outdated, ar-

chaic and difficult and expensive to maintain. 

Yes, it was time for an upgrade. 

In 2015, a software development firm was 

retained to draft the next generation tool for 

chaplains to use to report time, activities, and 

expenses. Also, leadership needed new tools for 

reporting, developing, measuring customer 

experience, managing staff and companies, 

as well as aiding in marketing, recruiting, and 

major company strategies.

Enter DCP—the new Digital Care Plat-

form was the replacement for CCS. This new 

platform was designed to allow chaplains to use 

their smart phones and tablets to complete their 

B Y  C . G .  M A C L I N
PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICES

The Marketplace Ministries Foundation is  a Great 
Support to God’s Work at Work
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reports. This has allowed for quicker and fresher 

recording of activities from site visits and other 

care events, and has helped to improve accuracy, 

as well as convenience—meaning less time used 

by chaplains for reporting. This new platform 

includes many new features to aid both the 

chaplains and leadership to enhance our level 

of service to the employees we serve, as well as 

reporting to the companies we serve.

Thanks to your contributions to the 

Foundation, this important project, and its sig-

nificant expense, was able to be accomplished 

without taxing our operating budget. 

Also, this past year, donors provided funds 

to upgrade, modernize, and significantly boost 

our teaching and training tools for the Mar-

ketplace Chaplains Academy. First, we were 

able to acquire a learning management sys-

tem to create an online course management of 

The Marketplace Ministries Foundation is  a Great 
Support to God’s Work at Work

Marketplace Chaplains’ Millicent Poole 
during a training video production.

our teaching guide materials. This creative 

teaching platform allows new chaplains 

to access much of their first-level training 

at any time to fit their busy schedules and 

advance through the courses at their own 

pace. Also, we were able to bring together 

some of our “best practice” chaplains across 

the nation and produce quality video train-

ing segments for each of our online courses. 

These videos, combined with the learning 

management system, help the Academy be 

on the cutting edge of training using today’s 

methodology, referred to as micro-learning. 

In addition to the online version of the 

training, a teaching guide notebook was 

published as a reference book and additional 

access tool for the Academy. To access all of 

the micro-learning videos in the Teaching 

Guide Notebook, QR codes were included 

to provide access to the vid-

eos. Shown here is a sample 

of a QR code, which can be 

read by smartphones and 

tablets with a scan or QR code reader app, 

for your viewing pleasure.

This new teaching guide is provided to 

each new chaplain, as well as current active 

chaplains, to be used at chaplain continuing 

education team meetings and to serve as a 

resource tool when needed, thanks to our 

donor contributions.

Also, the Foundation provided all of 

the funds for preparation, licensing, startup, 

and related expenses for expanding MMI to 

China and Korea. It would be impossible to 

attempt to expand and explore new interna-

tional opportunities without the generous 

gifts of many individuals. 

Marketplace Chaplains 
training manual.
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H
ave you ever made a financial 

investment, maybe at the ad-

vice of your money manager, 

or your own “gut feeling,” and 

you lost it all? Most people 

who save and invest the financial resources 

they manage for God have done this at some 

time.

Then, there are those occasions when you 

make an investment that is guaranteed never 

to lose value. The results keep on giving, long 

after you complete this life and enter the eter-

nal one at Home in Heaven. 

That is the kind of financial investment 

my wife, Ann, and I desire to make, and you 

probably do too. We began The Founders En-

dowment, to honor God, the true Founder, in 

the Marketplace Ministries Foundation on 

December 31, 2008. It was just a small start; 

however, small beginnings can become ex-

tremely large if you keep giving and praying 

as the money is wisely and conservatively in-

vested for growth. 

The Founder’s Endowment, acknowl-

edging God as the one who began and sustains 

Marketplace Ministries, has increased over the 

past eight years to the value today of $231,245. 

The earned assets from our capital gifts will 

be used “where needed most” in fulfilling the 

goals and objectives of the ministry. 

The wording on The Founders Endow-

ment states, “The Founders Endowment is to 

honor Almighty God who planned, imple-

mented and blessed MARKETPLACE MINIS-

TRIES. This endowment is to glorify the Lord 

for beginning a ministry in the workplace. It 

was established by Ann M. and Gil A. Stricklin, 

the first employees of the ministry as chosen 

by Jesus Christ. This endowment recognizes 

God as the Founder of the ministry and for the 

decades of blessings on His work at work. The 

Stricklins acknowledge they were selected for 

their assignment by Divine Providence, and 

have been blessed beyond expression in shar-

ing Christ who cares for employees and their 

families. It is the Stricklins’ desire all glory and 

praise be to God for all He has accomplished 

and continues to accomplish by the Holy Spir-

it’s leading and guiding. His ministry exists to 

share His love through Chaplains expressing 

acts of kindness and care, resulting in souls in 

the Family of Faith.”

We acknowledge all gifts we give are from 

financial resources we manage for our Lord. 

We do not own anything; we are just stewards 

and overseers of the dollars He entrusts us to 

care for in His name. We realize one day, not 

too long in the future, we will be called upon 

to give an accounting of the money we were 

given by His grace and how it was invested for 

His glory and souls in His Kingdom.

We first give back to God and His work 

on earth! Ann and I do not believe we really 

give to our church, our ministry in the mar-

ketplace, or any other God-honoring and 

soul-winning Christian efforts. Of course, the 

check goes to those organizations; however, 

the money we invest in God’s work is given to 

God Himself. When we give to God, it is His 

and always has been His, and we do not man-

age those funds any longer. It is invested in an 

eternal cause that will glorify Him and lead 

many to Jesus Christ the Savior.

All of the funds in the Foundation, nearly 

$11 million, are designated for the work of 

God in the marketplace through the leader-

ship, vision, dedication, and prayers of Doug 

Fagerstrom, the Executive President and CEO. 

There are non-restricted funds, as well as 

permanently restricted endowment funds of 

capital gifts.

Ann and I wanted to have a part in 

producing a continuous stream of financial 

support for this work of God after we are in 

Heaven. We desired to begin an endowment 

because it is designed to “keep on giving, over 

and over again.” The capital resources of an 

endowment keep on giving as they are invest-

ed and earn growth to glorify God.

We are numbered among 66 stand-alone 

endowments, and 77 Friends of the Founda-

tion endowments, begun by families and indi-

viduals in the Marketplace Ministries Founda-

tion. The capital gifts and investment growth 

in endowments currently total $5,433,169. All 

of these contributors, who have given with the 

end of time on earth in mind, testify they were 

led of God to give, and give generously. Each 

gave to God’s work on earth through the Mar-

ketplace Ministries Foundation.

Gil A. Stricklin
Founder & Ministry Ambassador
Marketplace Ministries Foundation

An Investment that Never Loses Value 
and Keeps on Giving

the foundation
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FRONT ROW 
L-R: Carl Bolin, Jerry Halcomb, Pat Beckham MD, 
Ann Sneed, Louis Cole, Craig Hodges, Ann Stricklin, 
Ken Stohner

SECOND ROW 
L-R: Nelson McKinney, Ben March, 
Bruce Grantham, Pat Hamner, Chairman Tom Freet, 
Jerry Wilson, Charles Tandy MD, Gary Golden, 
Bo Sexton

NOT PICTURED: 
Jack Allen, Sam Forester, Os Chrisman, Bill Crocker, 
Bob Osburn, Ted Raines, Jim Harris, Phil McKinzie, 
Ray Pace, Del Rogers, Jimmy Williamson, Greg Terrell

T H E  M A R K E T P L A C E  M I N I S T R I E S

A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l

The Advisory Council supports the ministry 
financially but, more importantly, prayerfully.
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“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor 

in vain; unless the Lord guards the city, 

the watchman keeps awake in vain.” 

P S A L M  1 2 7 : 1

B Y  J O A N  H A Y W A R D ,  D . M I N .
CHAPLAIN SEARCH STRATEGIST

I
n today’s world of nonprofit boards of directors, board 

members might never think of themselves as modern day 

watchmen, placed on a board by God to watch over His 

ministry. That, however, is precisely the roll and avocation 

for the Marketplace Ministries Foundation Board of Di-

rectors who manage and oversee $11 million in Foundation assets.

Gil Stricklin became the first watchman of Marketplace when 

he answered God’s command to bring the military model of chap-

laincy into the marketplace. After 37 years of military service, as an 

Air Force Officer and Army Chaplain, how difficult would it be to 

start a ministry? Gil, with his wife Ann at his side, accepted his new 

commission to continue serving God and country. Yet, bringing the 

military model of chaplaincy to the American workforce was going 

to require all of his years of military training and life experience, plus 

God’s blessings. 

While Gil and Ann’s concept was potentially transformative, it 

took a long time to find the first company willing to employ him. 

The challenges they faced at the beginning required fortitude that 

would test them, but Gil knew God had spoken. They stayed strong. 

Thirty-four years ago, Gil started sharing his vision with his 

friends. Visiting friends gave Gil time to practice his motivational 

pitch. Even after years with Zig Ziglar, Gil could not motivate one 

friend to embrace his entrepreneurial ministry vision. Gil needed to 

find a company owner who could see the reason to hire a chaplain. 

Someone who saw the benefit of employee care. As time passed, Gil 

tested the Dallas market. It took courage, determination, and a lot 

of inward strength to continue, but Gil knew His God was faithful. 

 Like Gil, the men that serve with him on the Foundation Board 

possess the love of God for people. They believe strongly the work-

force needs to know the love of God and there is a great need for 

chaplains in the workplace. This ministry—once an unconvention-

al idea—is a successful pioneering ministry, with others following 

Marketplace Chaplains’ lead. 

Each of the Foundation’s 

board members has a unique 

story about why they serve 

on the Foundation Board of 

Directors. 

THE 2016 FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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ED BONNEAU

ED BONNEAU

Eventually, the day came when God 

joined Gil’s vision to company owner, Ed 

Bonneau. Ed owned a company distributing 

sunglasses. His management style intention-

ally created a sense of family in the corporate 

world; he treated his employees as family. 

Ed said, “I wanted more for my employees 

than a weekly paycheck and benefits.” Bon-

neau wanted to honor God in all he did and 

wanted his employees to see Jesus. From the 

start of his company, Ed tried to take care of 

his employees as if he were a chaplain. As Ed’s 

company became more successful, caring for 

his employees became a greater part of his day. 

Trying to run a company and care for employ-

ees was becoming exceedingly difficult. Then, 

“Along comes Gil with this idea, and before 

Gil had time to finish telling me about work-

place chaplains, I said, ‘Sign me up.’” 

Suddenly, Gil had a company to serve. 

The ministry was launched: To bring the mili-

tary model of chaplaincy to the largest group 

of people in America—the workforce, the for-

gotten workforce. 

“Indeed, my plans are not like your plans, 
and my deeds are not like your deeds,
for just as the sky is higher than the earth, 
so my deeds are superior to your deeds 
and my plans superior to your plans” 
(Isaiah 55:8, 9 (NET)). 

God orchestrated the timing of when Gil 

would start the ministry. As William Shake-

speare’s poem reads, “All the world’s a stage, 

and all the men and women merely players; 

they have their exits and their entrances.” 

God started orchestrating His plans 

years earlier through Gil’s relationship with 

Zig Ziglar. When Zig had conflicts that kept 

him from accepting speaking engagements, 

he would have organizations call Gil to deliver 

the speeches. Ed Bonneau met Gil when Gil 

was the speaker at Ed’s church’s business func-

tion. This casual meeting years earlier planted 

a relational seed. While there was a delay be-

tween their meeting and Ed hiring Gil, the 

timing of their connection was clearly orches-

trated by God. 

KYLE HEARON

The stories of our lives reveal how God 

is relational. Foundation Board Member Kyle 

Hearon considers Gil a lifelong friend. Kyle 

notes, “Gil is part of the family. He married 

me to my wife, Kim, and he baptized my four 

children.” God is relational in nature, and He 

has a unique plan for all. God is in the busi-

ness of introducing people. Friendships like 

Kyle and Gil’s are born bringing the compo-

nent of care beyond the marketplace and into 

the boardroom. 

Kyle comments, “Marketplace’s budget is 

the size of a mid-size church. Yet, the return 

on investment of souls to the glory of the Lord 

is better than most churches the same size 

with eternal Kingdom value.” Kyle goes on to 

say, “Marketplace Chaplains is not a building; 

it is far more, and you can’t beat that.” Market-

place Chaplains is a ministry that brings the 

love of God to the workplace through Chap-

lain Teams so that others can know the great-

est relationship of all is a relationship with 

their Savior. 

RAY PACE

Ray Pace met Gil five years before becom-

ing part of the Marketplace family of com-

panies. Ray, like Ed, was trying to effectively 

manage a company and care for the multiple 

needs of his employees. Ray listed the issues of 

the day: “Divorce, death, financial problems 

and employees bringing their problems to 

work every day.” Ray was unable to do what 

he wanted for his employees, but the Chap-

lain Team could. One day, Ray himself needed 

his Marketplace Chaplain. His father died in 

Missouri, so he called his chaplain, and the 

Marketplace network went to work. Within a 

short period of time, two Marketplace Chap-

lains were at the funeral home. No words can 

express the gratefulness Ray and his family 

has for Marketplace Chaplains. Ray has expe-

rienced the compassionate help of chaplains 

in his own family. 

When Ray was meeting with Gil one day, 

Ray said, “If I can help you, let me know.” Gil 

did not waste any time and said, “You’re on 

the Foundation Board.”

KYLE HEARON

RAY PACE

Before Gil had time 
to finish telling me 
about workplace 
chaplains, I said, 
“Sign me up.”

Divorce, death, 
financial problems 
and employees 
bring their problems 
to work every day.

Marketplace Chap-
lains is a ministry 
that brings the love 
of God to the work-
place.
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DAN FARELL

DAN FARELL 

Dan’s relationship with Marketplace 

started years before he was asked to be on the 

board. Dan knew of Marketplace’s ministry 

and the benefit of Chaplain Teams where he 

had worked. In his businesses, Marketplace 

Chaplains served the employees. Dan said, 

“The service Marketplace brings to the busi-

ness world is unique and very much needed. 

Gil never gets off the mission. He knows his 

purpose and he stays true to it!” This unwav-

ering focus and devotion is what has made the 

ministry as successful and effective as it is. 

MARK LOVVORN

When Jesus said, “Go into the world 

and make disciples,” could anyone envision 

the love of God going into the workplace as 

Marketplace Chaplains do daily? As long-

time friend and member of the Marketplace 

Foundation Board, Mark Lovvorn said, “This 

is a unique ministry for many reasons, and 

the marketplace has largely been ignored by 

churches and para-churches.” Mark empha-

sized that the difference with Marketplace 

Chaplains is the exceptional employee care 

model of ministry. Marketplace Chaplains 

“go where the people are—in office build-

ings, retail spaces; wherever the person is, the 

chaplain goes.” 

Gil Stricklin and Mark are life-long fam-

ily friends. Mark said, “I have never known a 

more genuine and sincere person as Gil. There 

is a good reason why God chose Gil to give 

the vision of Marketplace.” Mark continues 

by saying, “It took great perseverance at the 

beginning of the journey.” God knows the 

character required to be His servant, and that 

attribute attracts men like Mark to serve on 

the Board. 

CALVIN MCKAIG, M.D.

Calvin has served the ministry for years 

and understood the needs of patients who are 

experiencing physical and emotional pain. 

Dr. McKaig visited hospitals for years, and he 

said, “Many of the patients had no one to visit 

them.” He realized the workforce was full of 

people who needed a chaplain, too. Dr. McK-

aig adds depth to the Board, particularly given 

his appreciation of the need for confidential-

ity. He says people, “would talk to a chaplain 

quicker than their pastor if they had a pastor.” 

Like the other board members, Dr. McKaig’s 

heart is turned toward the people—the ones 

who are lost without anyone to support them 

emotionally and spiritually.

Now, 34 years after the ministry started, 

over 1,597 chaplains reach out to employees 

not only in America, but in five foreign coun-

tries as well. When Jesus said, “Go into all 

the world, and preach the Good News to the 

whole creation,” did anyone envision Market-

place Chaplains reaching the hard-working 

employees of the world? 

GIL STRICKLIN, SR.

Gil retired from the military to start a 

ministry—Marketplace Ministries. In his 

words, Marketplace “provides an umbrella 

of compassion over both labor and manage-

ment. Chaplains provide pastoral care, in-

cluding officiating funerals, crisis intervention 

response, hospital and prison visitations, plus 

many other services to employees of compa-

nies and their family members.” 

God had a plan, and Gil and the Founda-

tion Board—and others—oversee the vision 

daily. We can proclaim with confidence that 

Marketplace Chaplains are the watchmen and 

watchwomen for the workforce of America 

and beyond. 

CALVIN MCKAIG, M.D.

MARK LOVVORN

GIL STRICKLIN, SR.

Marketplace Chap-
lains go where the 
people are—in the 
office buildings, 
retail spaces; wher-
ever the person is.

People would talk to 
a chaplain quicker 
than their pastor if 
they had a pastor.
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B Y  L A R R Y  R .  K I N G
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Marketplace Ministries Foundation 
Reaches for Financial Efficacy

M
arketplace Ministries Foun-

dation (“the Foundation”) 

and its supported organiza-

tion, Marketplace Ministries 

Inc. (“the Ministry”), rec-

ognize that all of their blessings, talents 

and abilities come from God. This in-

cludes the abundant financial blessings 

and resources entrusted by God and His 

people to the Foundation. The Founda-

tion and the Ministry are dedicated to 

wisely maintain, protect and utilize all 

such financial resources and to sensibly 

invest such funds for reasonable long-

term growth while minimizing risks. 

Both organizations also endeavor to produce 

and publish transparent and clearly focused 

financial information for the benefit of their 

funders, leadership, staff and other interested 

parties. To achieve these financial goals, the 

Foundation and the Ministry have instituted 

several elements that provide both internal 

control and external inspection and assurance. 

A few of these elements are described below:

Annual Audit by Independent Audi-

tors—The independent firm of Certified Pub-

lic Accountants, Capin Crouse LLP, has served 

as the auditing firm for both the Foundation 

and the Ministry since 1995. Capin Crouse 

LLP is a national CPA firm with fifteen offices 

in the United States and more than twenty-five 

partners and principals. 

They specialize in providing audit, assur-

ance, tax and consulting services to the 

nonprofit community. They have, 

and share, special expertise in re-

lation to all aspects of accounting, 

tax and business governance for all 

types of not-for-profit and exempt 

organizations. Their annual audit is 

performed onsite to evaluate internal control 

processes and obtain sufficient and appropri-

ate audit evidence in order to express an opin-

ion as to the overall fairness of the annual fi-

nancial statements as presented in accordance 

with generally accepted accounting principles. 

The opinion expressed by Capin Crouse 

LLP has always been unqualifed (clean). The 

audit report is published and available for in-

spection by anyone. Capin Crouse also issues 

a Management Letter to the Boards of Direc-

tors each year following the completion of 

the audit, in which they convey any concerns, 

deficiencies or suggestions for improvement 

that they encountered within the scope of per-

forming their audit. Such recommendations 

are then implemented by management.

Evangelical Council for Financial Ac-

countability (“ECFA”)—The Founda-

tion and Ministry are members of 

the ECFA, an independent orga-

nization that monitors Christian-

based organizations. It assures such 

entities are committed to high levels 

of integrity and managed utilizing 

high principles of governance, finances 

and stewardship beyond what the law 

requires. The Foundation and Ministry 

must apply annually for renewal of their 

membership by completing a detailed 

application and submitting their annual 

audit reports, IRS Forms 990 and Annual 

Reports for detailed and thorough review 

by the ECFA staff. If approved, the mem-

bership is renewed and the Foundation 

and Ministry are allowed to use the ECFA 

seal on its publications. 

ECFA also makes all financial and 

operating information available on its 

website for anyone to inspect. Incidentally, 

in order to continue as a tenant of The Hope 

Center, where the National Care Center for 

the Foundation and Ministry are located, they 

must continue to be members in good stand-

ing of the ECFA.

IRS Form 990—Both the Foundation and 

the Ministry annually file a Form 990–“Return 

of Organization Exempt from Income Tax.” 

This filing provides a vast amount of informa-

tion, which is then subject to scrutiny by the 

Internal Revenue Service and is also available 

to the public for inspection. Capin Crouse LLP 

assists in the preparation of this form and signs 

it as the preparer.

Conclusion—There is external oversight 

provided by the above, and the continual re-

view of all accounting functions, input and in-

formation by the leadership of both the Foun-

dation and the Ministry. Anyone can conclude 

the Foundation is under strong control and 

its assets are invested to maintain a healthy fi-

nancial condition for the future benefit of the 

Ministry and those it serves.

Capin Crouse auditors at the Marketplace Chaplains National 
Care Center. Wen Quin, Josh Bartlett, Sonia Flores
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T
he Bible is very clear about many things, 

one of which is this—everything a per-

son owns ultimately belongs to God. 

When a believer realizes that everything 

he “owns” actually “belongs” to God 

(Psalm 50:10-12; Haggai 2:8), he begins to 

see that he is simply 

a steward and not an 

owner. Recognizing God’s ownership of our 

earthly possessions has significant implica-

tions. For one thing, it means every spending 

decision (buying a home, buying a car, etc.) ultimately is a spiritual de-

cision; it means every investment decision (buying stocks, bonds, real 

estate, etc.) is basically a spiritual decision; it means every saving deci-

sion (for emergencies, college, retirement, etc.) is a spiritual decision; 

it means every giving decision (tithing to your local church, giving to 

ministry organizations like Marketplace Ministries, etc.) is ultimately 

a spiritual decision. That being the case, it is imperative a believer seek 

God’s wisdom and direction in making monetary decisions.

Paul charged young Timothy to instruct the rich “to do good, 

to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, stor-

ing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 

future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed” (1 

Timothy 6:18-19). Learning to be a faithful steward of the mate-

rial resources God has given us should be the goal of every fol-

lower of Christ (1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Peter 4:10).  

This is where prayer comes in. We need to be reminded that Jesus 

prayed before He made important decisions. One of the most critical 

decisions Jesus had to make in His ministry was the choosing of His 

disciples. Luke 6:12-13 tells us Jesus prayed all night before He chose 

His twelve disciples. We are not told exactly how Jesus prayed that 

night, but obviously He wanted to be in tune 

with the will of the Father in making such a 

strategic decision. 

If Jesus viewed prayer as that important, 

should not Christians employ this same prin-

ciple in making monetary decisions? Some monetary decisions we 

might need to talk to God about could include: 

 Should I consider tithing to my local church? 

 Should I consider supporting Kingdom ministries beyond my local 

church?

 Should I allocate a portion of my estate to Kingdom purposes in my 

will?

 Should I consider making a memorial gift to a Kingdom ministry at 

this time in my life? 

The bottom-line question is this—Have I prayed about the gifts 

God would have me make? If so, have I followed through with His 

leadings?

Praying for 
GOD’S WISDOM 
in All Things

Jesus prayed before He 
made important decisions. 

GEORGE DAVIS, Ph.D.

B Y  R E V .  G E O R G E  B .  D A V I S ,  P h . D .
DALLAS, TEXAS
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J
ames Haywood (Jim) Stewart of Waco, Texas, the first 

company leader to hire Marketplace Chaplains outside 

of Dallas, lost his long battle with Alzheimer’s with his 

family by his side in Sanibel, Florida, on February 21, 

2017. His Christian life, admired by many, as well as his 

successful real estate career, were honored at his Life Celebration 

Service in his home church, Highland Baptist Church in Waco on 

March 3, 2017.

Veteran Marketplace Chaplain Charles 

Howard, along with his wife Chaplain Beth 

Howard, provide the chaplain service to 

Jim’s company, Coldwell Banker Jim Stew-

art, Realtors. Charles participated in the fu-

neral service honoring the memory of the 

company founder. 

A large gathering of Waco business leaders and Highland Bap-

tist Church members gathered on that Friday afternoon, March 4, 

2017, to offer support to Jim’s wife, Jan, his three daughters, eleven 

grandchildren, and other family members. 

Jim’s former pastor, Rev. Barry Camp, officiated the service. 

He spoke about Jim’s dedication to Christ through the church where 

he served as Chairman of Deacons and on the Board of Elders, help-

ing guide and lead the growing congregation. “Jim Stewart led his 

business according to the principles of integrity found in the Bible,” 

the pastor told the congregation. 

The original name of the company, formed in 1970 and headed 

by Jim Stewart and company President Earl Patrick, was Jim Stew-

art Realtors. In 1986 Jim and Earl opened their business doors to 

Marketplace Chaplains. Those doors have remained open for more 

than 30 years.

Dan P. Truitt, who was completing his PhD in Religion at Baylor 

University in Waco, was hired as the first chaplain outside of Dallas, 

the second city where Marketplace Ministries’ chaplains served. He 

was the first chaplain caring for Jim Stewart Realtors’ employees. To-

day, there are 1,258 cities spread across North America that host Mar-

ketplace Chaplains caring for 175,000 employees in 789 companies. 

“Jim Stewart was a godly, good businessman,” said his 42-year 

fellow company leader Earl Patrick. “We agreed at the beginning this 

was God’s company and He blessed us tremendously. Ours was a 

partnership made in Heaven.” 

  I N  M E M O R I A M

J I M  S T E W A R T
F E B R U A R Y  1 8 ,  1 9 4 1  –  F E B R U A R Y  2 1 ,  2 0 1 7

CHAPLAINS CHARLES AND 
BETH HOWARD
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THE MARKETPLACE MINISTRIES FOUNDATION 

OVERVIEW 2016
B Y  L A R R Y  R .  K I N G ,  C P A

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
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THE MARKETPLACE MINISTRIES FOUNDATION 

OVERVIEW 2016
T

he investment portfolio of Marketplace Ministries Foun-
dation, of which $5.43 million are in Endowments, in-
cluding accumulated earnings, performed exceedingly 
well during 2016. The year started out poorly, with 
investment returns during the first two months being 

significantly negative, continuing the downward trend which had 
hindered the markets during the last several months of 2015. The 
Foundation’s portfolio experienced total investment net losses for 
those two months in excess of ($422,000), primarily from stock 
market declines. However, the securities markets came roaring 
back during the rest of 2016, particularly in the post-election pe-
riod, positively benefitting the performance of the Foundation’s 
investments. Not only were the early losses recovered, but the 
total investment net income achieved for 2016 was more than 
$1,323,000, from both unrealized market gains which exceeded 
$940,000 and gifts.

The overall return on the investment portfolio for 2016 allowed 
11.9% to be added to the total of each of the Endowments based 
on their average balance during the period, a nice return indeed 
for a somewhat volatile year. From inception through 2016, a total 
of $1,443,000 of investment earnings and gains have now been 
added to the original contributions held in Endowments. 

The investment portfolio of the Foundation is professionally 
managed with an asset allocation based on an Enhanced Bal-
anced Model which has an exposure to the rewards and risks of 
the equity markets of about 52%, fixed income investments and 
cash of 26%, and real estate, opportunistic, and specialty invest-
ments of 22%.

The Board of Directors and the two investment managers, 
Hodges Capital and Westwood Trust, believe the present asset 
allocation is appropriate for long-term investors such as the Foun-
dation. The portfolio will most certainly experience the inevitable 
“ups and downs” of the market over the long term, but the overall 

trend is generally upward. The Foundation is managing these in-
vestment assets in view of a 50- to 100-year timeframe and should 
be able to weather the downturns while always being in a position 
to benefit from the upward movements of the market.

You will rejoice with our ministry leaders and chaplains serving 
in the field stretching to far off points in the world. First, good and 
godly people like you have given God the financial assets you man-
age to the Foundation in endowments or general gifts to Friends 
of the Foundation. Because of your investments, we were able to 
use $1.6 million to design and implement the all new Digital Care 
Platform that has already positively impacted every aspect of this 
Cause of Christ since it became effective on September 1, 2016. 

We have grown so rapidly, reaching upwards of more than 
175,000 company employees served and now having nearly 
1,600 chaplains serving, that it was impossible for our comput-
er platform to keep up with ministry demands. We were lagging 
behind in tasks from hiring new chaplains to reporting our semi-
annual chaplain activities to client company leaders.

Also, from Foundation assets we were able to give university 
scholarships totaling $65,000 for the 2016-2017 academic year 
to help our fulltime employees send their children to college. The 
Foundation has provided some $436,000 in scholarships over the 
past six years. 

Then, too, the Foundation and Ministry have given more than 
$37,000 in the past two years for benevolence funding to help 
employees we serve who have pressing needs such as paying for 
funerals, getting old cars repaired, paying light and doctor bills, 
and putting food in the pantry for a low-income family. 

Every person who has given to the Marketplace Ministries 
Foundation has been a vital part of these “good deeds” which 
glorified our Lord. We do thank you so very much. All of this would 
have been impossible without “Marketplace Partners” like you. 
May God pour down His favor on you and yours, now and forever!
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Gil A. and Ann Stricklin, who were 

the Co-Founders of Marketplace 

Ministries on January 2, 1984, have 

moved to new positions of service 

for the ministry effective March 1, 

2017. They have been co-laborers 

for God in workplaces showing 

and sharing His love with employ-

ees and their families for the past 34 years. 

Gil Stricklin has moved from Chair-

man and CEO of the Marketplace Minis-

tries Foundation to Founder and Ministry 

Ambassador, while his wife has taken on her 

new tasks as Ministry Historian. They both 

are working on a limited basis, in fulfilling 

their new responsibilities.

“As Founder and Ministry Ambassador, 

Gil will have freedom to represent Market-

place Chaplains through speaking, writing, 

and maintaining long-term relationships,” 

said Doug Fagerstrom, Executive President 

and CEO in announcing their change. “Ann 

is now our first ‘Ministry Historian’ as she 

digs through reams of 33 years plus of Mar-

ketplace Chaplains’ archives.”

He continued, “We honor, celebrate, 

and salute Gil and Ann for being led in ‘Obe-

dience to God’s vision’ (Acts 26:1).”

The Stricklins have been moving away 

from any leadership or major decision mak-

ing responsibilities for more than two years, 

months before the new senior leader was 

selected. This is just their “final step” away 

from guiding the ministry they started near-

ly three and a half decades ago.

For the first seven years, Ann was a vol-

unteer serving with her husband; in 1991, 

when CH(Col) Gil Stricklin, U.S. Army, was 

called to active duty in support of Operation 

Desert Storm, the Board of Directors asked 

Ann to head the ministry and oversee all of 

the ministry operations. At the Board’s invi-

tation, she has remained an active staff per-

son ever since, for the past 26 years. 

Gil Stricklin has held every position 

in the ministry from the first Chaplain and 

President, to the Chairman of the Board of 

Governors. He has been a Chaplain for 46 

years, both in the Army Chaplain Corps and 

corporate America, and guided the ministry 

as Chairman and CEO for nearly 15 years.

The Stricklins continue to step away 

from any leadership roles, as the ministry is 

currently at its greatest peak in growth and 

service. This phase of the transition for the 

ongoing of the ministry has been “seam-

less,” with many new and effective changes 

that are moving Marketplace Ministries to 

new heights of glorifying God and pointing 

more and more employees and their family 

members to Jesus Christ as Savior.

Stricklins Take Up New Ministry 
Responsibilities as They Enter 
34 Years of Service at Marketplace
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2016 – God Loves a Cheerful Giver

The following list of generous givers and Marketplace Ministries Partners were a part of every 

decision for Christ through our Chaplain’s caring acts, touching the lives of employees and 

their families. These individuals and corporate sponsors helped make all of our work pos-

sible by their godly lives, powerful prayers, and generous giving. By investing some of 

the financial resources they manage for God into Marketplace Ministries, they ex-

tended this ministry to 176,644 employees in the 782 companies chaplains serve. 

Sincere thanks for you to our Lord, and for the financial support to God’s work 

at work. We are deeply grateful to you!

 Gil A. Stricklin, Sr.

 Founder & Ministry Ambassador

 Marketplace Ministries Foundation

Ms. Annie Adams

Rev. & Mrs. Rufus Addison

Mr. & Mrs. Steven D. Agler

Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Aguilar

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Ahl

Revs. S.K. & Tania Alfstad

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Allen

Mr. Austin Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Alonso

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Alvin

Mr. & Mrs. Jody Ambrose III

Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson

Rev. & Mrs. Ray Anderson

Rev. & Mrs. Phil Andrukaitis

Mr. & Mrs. Israel Arguello

Ms. Peggy Arnold

Rev. & Mrs. Larry Attig

Mr. Matthew Aycock

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Azzinaro

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Baird

Revs. Mike & Susan Bales

Rev. & Mrs. Pete Barby

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Barker

Pastor & Mrs. Bill Barnett

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bateman

Mr. Brad Baylis

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Bayne

Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Beamon

Dr. & Mrs. Roy Bebee

Mr. & Mrs. Josh Beckham

Dr. & Mrs. Pat Beckham

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Beckham

Mr. & Mrs. Sparkey Beckham

Rev. & Mrs. Clarence Bell Jr.

Rev. & Mrs. Keith Bell

Ms. Elizabeth Belz-Templeman

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Berdine

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Berg

Ms. Melissa Bernard

Mr. John Bethel

Mr. & Mrs. Bishop

Mr. Benjamin Bissell

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Bissell

Mrs. Nancy Bland

Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Bledsoe

Mr. Carl Bolin

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bolkcom

Pastor & Mrs. Bob Bolt

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Bone

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Bonneau

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bontrager

Mrs. John Borders

Mr. & Mrs. Jonas Borntrager

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Boston

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bourdene

Ms. Becky Bourdene

Rev. & Mrs. John Boyd

Mr. & Mrs. Layne Bresler

Mrs. Jimena Bridgette

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Bright Sr.

Pastor & Mrs. Marty Brock

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buckner

Mr. & Mrs. David Burgher

Mr. & Mrs. Crestin Burke

Mr. & Mrs. James Burkett

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Burton Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Dee Cairoli

Ms. Meri Calabria

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Callicott

Mr. Dan Campbell

Rev. Carol Campbell

Mr. & Mrs. Don Cannaday

Mr. & Mrs. Rigoberto Cano

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Canup

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Carey

Mr. & Mrs. Brent Carl

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Carlson

Mr. Bill Carlton

Mr. & Mrs. Rolando Caro

Rev. & Mrs. Georges Carole

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Carpenter

Mrs. Cindy Carpenter-Smith

Mrs. Janine Carter

Mr. Michael Carver

Mr. & Mrs. John Cates

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cave

Rev. & Mrs. Sam Chacko

Ms. Nicole Champion

Rev. & Mrs. Jonathan Chechile

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Chesnutt

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Chitwood

Judge & Mrs. Os Chrisman

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Chronister

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Coffey

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Cole

Mr. & Mrs. Luke Collett

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Compere

Rev. & Mrs. Sherry Conner

Dr. & Mrs. Gary Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Cook

Mr. Chris Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Cooper

Mrs. Joseph Coors

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Copeland

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Corboy

Mr. & Mrs. Javier Corona
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Mr. & Mrs. George Cotter

Ms. Cherry Covington

Rev. & Mrs. Kuhrman Cox

Mrs. Lynn Craft

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Cress

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Crone

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Crowder

Rev. & Mrs. Ywell Cunningham

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Curtis

Mr. Harold Cutshall

Dr. & Mrs. Dan Dansby

Rev. & Mrs. Randy Dart

Ms. Charlotte Date

Ms. Martha Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Neil S. Davis Jr.

Rev. & Mrs. Herb Dean

Ms. Shirleen DeCormier

Pastor & Mrs. Rick DeWard

Mr. & Mrs. Roberto Garcia

Rev. & Mrs. Steve Diehl

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dietrich

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff DiMiceli

Mr. Don Dixon

Dr. & Mrs. James T. Draper Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Draper

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Dunn

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Durdel

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eaton

Rev. & Mrs. David Eaton III

Mr. & Mrs. Denvel Echols

Mrs. Aiko Eckerd

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Efurd

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Eklund

Dr. & Mrs. Jim Elliott

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Emerson

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Emery

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Emler

Mr. & Mrs. Rob Erickson

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Ertel

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Evans

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Evans

Dr. & Mrs. Doug Fagerstrom

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Falt

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Farell

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Farish

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Farley

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Farrow

Mr. & Mrs. Roosevelt Fenelus

Rev. & Mrs. Albert Fields

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Fischer

Ms. Donna Dee Floyd

Mr. & Mrs. Teddy Flynn

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Foreman

Mr. Herschel Forester

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel J. Forester Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Foster

Rev. & Mrs. David Fothergill

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Fox

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Freet

Mr. Bill Frisby

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Fritz

Dr. & Mrs. Stewart Fulton

Ms. Mary Beth Gahan

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Galloway II

Mr. & Mrs. Rey Garcia

Dr. & Mrs. Maxon Gaspard

Dr. & Mrs. Mark German

Mr. & Mrs. John Gibson

Ms. Lynn Gibson

Mr. & Mrs. J.V. Gilbert

Mr. & Mrs. Glen Glass

Rev. & Mrs. Craig Glass

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Golden

Mr. & Mrs. Lisandro Gonzalez

Mrs. Sherilyn Goodman

Pastor & Mrs. Dan Goodman

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gordon

Ms. Shelley Govan

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Gradick

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Granlund

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Grantham

Mr. David Graves

Capt A.C. Gray, USAF, Ret.

Rev. & Mrs. Maceo Gray

Dr. & Mrs. Thurston Greenwood

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gregory

Ms. Wanda Grice

Rev. & Mrs. Larry Griffith

Ms. Aleene Griswold

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Guagliardo

Mr. Mike Guerrero

Mr. & Mrs. Casey Gurganus

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Guyton

Rev. & Mrs. Ed Haag

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Hagins

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Halcomb

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Halford Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hall

Mrs. Betty Hall

Rev. Verna Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Al Halpain

Mr. & Mrs. Junior Halterman

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hamner

Mr. & Mrs. Mack Hampton

Mr. & Mrs. Lamar Hanna

Pastor & Mrs. Luke Hansen

Mr. & Mrs. Earle Harbison

Col. & Mrs. Duane Hardesty, USA, Ret.

Mr. & Mrs. Walker Harman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Harper

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Harper

Dr. Brian Harris

Mr. & Mrs. David Harris

Ms. Mary Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Hart

Mr. & Mrs. David Hart

Pastor & Mrs. John Hathaway

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Hayes

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Hayley

Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Hearon

Pastor & Mrs. Bob Heine

Mr. & Mrs. Ulis D. Hekel

Ms. Marilyn Heley

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Henderson

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Hendricks

Mrs. Howard Hendricks

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon L Henke

Mrs. Mary Lou Hensey

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Herr

Mr. David A. Hertle

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hill

Mr. & Mrs. Evan Hill

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hill

Mr. Ivan Hinrichs

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Hinson

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hiott

Mr. Carey Hobbs

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Hodges

Mr. & Mrs. John Holder

Mr. & Mrs. James Holewinski

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Holloway

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hornberger

Mr. James Hortman

Mr. Max Horton

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Howard

Mrs. Linda G. Howard

Mr. Jim Huggins

Rev. & Mrs. Herb Hughs

Pastor & Mrs. Keith Hulton

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hunter Sr.

Pastor & Mrs. George Hurd

Mr. Joseph A Hurr

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Husbands

Ch(Maj) & Mrs. Carroll Hutcheson, USA, Ret.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ivey

Mr. Michael Jaber

Rev. & Mrs. Brad Jackson

Mrs. Carole James

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Jansen

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jenkins

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. James Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Randall Johnson

Rev. & Mrs. Wes Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Horrace Jones

Mr. Ron K. Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Jones

Ms. Sarah Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Hector Juarbe

Mr. & Mrs. Dana Juett

Revs. & Mrs. Joe Kelley

Mr. & Mrs. Noel Kelly

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kerns

Mr. Martin Kiewel

Mrs. Jack Kinder

Mr. & Mrs. Loyd Kindiger

Mr. & Mrs. Larry King

Mr. Don Kirk

Rev. & Mrs. Brett Kirkland

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Kline

Mr. & Mrs. Freeman M. Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. PK Koehne

Mr. & Mrs. Otto Kuehne

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kuklin

Rev. & Mrs. Jerrold Lake

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Landry

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Lane

Mr. & Mrs. Raymundo Lara Chavez

Mr. & Mrs. Don Lawrence

Mrs. Dee Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Leff

Rev. & Mrs. James Leslie

“God owns everything. I am His money 
manager. My heart always goes where I 
put God’s money.” 

—  R A N D Y  A L C O R N

“God does not need our money. But, you 
and I need the experience of giving it.” 

—  J A M E S  D O B S O N



Mrs. Carolyn Lilley

Mr. & Mrs. John Lindsey

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lochard

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Lord

Rev. & Mrs. Glenn Lovell

Rev. & Mrs. Rene Luevano

Mr. James Lukose

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Lumpkin

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Luse

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Lyles

Mr. & Mrs. C.G. Maclin

Mr. Doug Mahoney

Rev. & Mrs. Layton Malone

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mann

Mr. & Mrs. Napolean Marshall

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Martin

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Ler Mu Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Martinez

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Martinez

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Mason

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Mason

Col. & Mrs. Douglas Mastriano, USA, Ret.

Ms. Maryann Matheidas

Mr. & Mrs. Chris McArthur

Mr. & Mrs. Bill McCampbell

Mr. & Mrs. Earl McClintock

Mr. & Mrs. Bill McClure

Mr. & Mrs. Dan McConnell

Rev. & Mrs. Ron McCoy

Rev. Canon & Mrs. Ralph McCune

Mr. & Mrs. David McDonald

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McGowan

Mr. & Mrs. Carey McInnis

Dr. & Mrs. Calvin McKaig

Rev. & Mrs. Walter McKee

Mr. & Mrs. John McKibbon III

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson McKinney

Mr. & Mrs. Jim McManus

Rev. & Mrs. D. Lyn McWhorter

Rev. & Mrs. Louis Medaris

Dr. Rev. Milagros Melendez

Judge & Mrs. Don Metcalfe

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Meyer

Mrs. Jane Meyer

Pastor & Mrs. Virgil Michael

Mr. & Mrs. John Mileson

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Don Miller

Mrs. James Miller Jr.

Rev. & Mrs. Howard Millhuff

Mr. & Mrs. Adell Mills

Rev. & Mrs. Jim Millsaps

Rev. & Mrs. Scott A Mishler

Mr. & Mrs. R. Dan Mitchell

Rev. & Mrs. Donald E. Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. John Montgomery

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Jaime Moreno

Mrs. Jaci Morris

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moses

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Moulding

Ms. Judy Moyer

Mrs. Janie Muckleroy

Mr. & Mrs. Erick Munoz

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Myer

Mr. & Mrs. Andy Nace

Mr. and Mrs. Jessie Nelson

Ms. Barb Nelson

Mr. Frank Nemeth

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Neyland

Dr. & Mrs. Bill Nix

Rev. & Mrs. Joseph Nix

Rev. & Mrs. Ernie North

Mr. & Mrs. LeGrande Northcutt

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Norton

Mr. & Mrs. Don O’Bier

Rev. & Mrs. Jay Oertli

Pastor & Mrs. Femi Ojo

Mrs. Kathy Oliver

Mr. & Mrs. Monty Orr

Mr. & Mrs. Ortgies

Mr. & Mrs. Al Ortiz

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Osburn

Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Oshuntola

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ostroot

Ms. Margaret Owens

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Pace

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Packard

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Palm

Mr. Ralph Palmen

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Parker

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Patrick

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Patterson

Mr. & Mrs. Kim Pedersen

Mr. & Mrs. Berl Pedigo

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Peebles

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Perry

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Peters

Rev. & Mrs. Charles Peterson

Mr. Bob Phillips

Mr. & Mrs. Johny Pierre Charles

Mr. & Mrs. Hayden Pittman

Pastor Rey & Pacita Platon, M.D.

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Pleasants

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Plummer

Mr. & Mrs. Hunter Pratt

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Propst

Mr. and Mrs. Jose Pulido

Mr. & Mrs. William Quehl

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Raia

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Raines

Dr. & Mrs. Dan Rainey

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Rainey

Mrs. Alma Ramirez

Ms. Eva Ramirez

Mr. & Mrs. Ernesto Ramos-Estrada

Mr. & Mrs. John Rampley

Mr. & Mrs. Al Ransom

Mrs. Robert Rasmussen

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Rayfield

Mr. Charlie H. Read

Mr. & Mrs. John Reap

Ms. Mary Redfearn

Rev. & Mrs. Arthur Reed

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Reeves

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Reeves

Mr. & Mrs. Gary M Reische

Rev. & Mrs. Todd Renegar

Mr. & Mrs. Robb Rensberger

Mr. & Mrs. James Rice

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Riehl

Rev. & Mrs. JW Riemenschneider

Rev. & Mrs. Irving Rivera

Mr. & Mrs. B.L. Roark Jr.

Miss Jeanette Robert

Mr. & Mrs. M. David Robinson

Mr. David Rodgers

Mr. & Mrs. Del Rogers Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Rolf

Mr. & Mrs. Johnie Rosa

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rosentrater

Mrs. Linda Roth

Rev. & Mrs. Brent Rucker

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Manning

Mr. & Mrs. Matt Rutland

Mr. & Mrs. John Salas

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Sallis

Rev. Antonio Sanchelo

Ms. Michelle Sanchez

Mrs. Rinky Sanders

Mr. Mike & Rev. Debra Sandifer

Mr. & Mrs. Sonny Scarborough

Mr. Jerry Schaffner

Rev. & Mrs. Mike Schirle

Mr. & Mrs. Karl J. Schlitt

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Schrock

Dr. Carolyn Schroeder

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schufeldt

Mr. & Mrs. Monty Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Scotting

Rev. & Mrs. Chris Seagle

Pastor & Mrs. Gerald Searles

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Sears

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Seckman

Dr. & Mrs. Jay Sedwick Jr.

Dr. John Earl Seelig

Mr. & Mrs. Corey Seulean

Mr. & Mrs. Bo Sexton

Mr. Dave Shank

Mr. Mike Sharrow, AfC

Mr. Spencer Shaw

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Shaw

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Sheffield

Pastor & Mrs. Rick Shelton

Pastor & Mrs. Daniel Shirley

Mr. Mark Shue

Mr. & Mrs. Uriel Silva

Mr. & Mrs. Demarkius Simpson

Rev. & Mrs. Jim Simpson

Mr. MJ Sims

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sinclair

Rev. & Mrs. Mark Skorheim

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Slechta

Rev. & Mrs. Rahn Smart

Mr. & Mrs. David Smit

Mr. & Mrs. Don Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Smith

Mr. & Mrs. James Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Smith

Mrs. Geri Smith

Ms. Lisa Jane Smith

Rev. & Mrs. Levi Smith

Mrs. Ann Sneed
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2016 – Generous Cheerful Givers

“The most obvious lesson in Christ’s teach-
ing is that there is no happiness in having 
or getting anything, but only in giving.”

—  H E N R Y  D R U M M O N D



Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Snoyer

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Snyder

Mr. William & Rev. Shirley Souder

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Spader

Mrs. Janet Spencer

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Spone

Mrs. Rufus Spraberry

Mr. & Mrs. Karl Sprow

Mr. & Mrs. John R Stack

Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. James Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Stohner

Mr. Kerry Stokes

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Stone

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice E. Stonecypher

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Stout

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Strassel

Mr. & Mrs. Art Stricklin

Mr. & Mrs. Gil Stricklin

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Stricklin

Rev. & Mrs. Jack Studie

Mr. & Mrs. Lance Stumbo

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Sturkie

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stutz

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Swatzell

Mr. Peter Swinson

Rev. & Mrs. Watson Swope

Mrs. Donna Taaffe

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Taft

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Takashima

Dr. & Rev. Frank Takyi

Mr. & Mrs. David Taylor

Ms. Ethel Taylor

Mr. Howard Tellepsen

Mr. & Mrs. David Thibodaux

Rev. & Mrs. David E. Thibodeaux

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. William R. Thomas III

Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Monty Thompson

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Thornton

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Thornton

Dr. & Mrs. Joel Tiemeyer

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Toschi

Dr. Stanley Toussaint

Rev. & Mrs. James Townes

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Trant

Dr. & Mrs. Dan Truitt

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Underwood

Mr. & Mrs. Dickie Valdez

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Van Wagner

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Vankooten

Rev. & Mrs. Michael Vasquez

Mrs. Sue Vaughn

Mr. & Mrs. Ezequiel Velez

Rev. & Mrs. David Vernon

Mr. Ron & Rev. Wanda Vicker

Rev. & Mrs. Raymond Vickrey

Rev. & Mrs. Ricardo Vielmas

Mr. & Mrs. James Wagoner

Ms. Emma Walker

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Wall

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Wallace

Mr. William & Rev. Irene Walsh

Rev. & Mrs. Greg Watkins

Dr. & Mrs. W. Marvin Watson

Mr. Rick Webb

Rev. & Mrs. Chet Webster

Mrs. Nancy Weller

Mrs. Sara Welliver

Mr. & Mrs. Don Wheeler

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Wheeler

Mrs. Millie Wheeless

Mr. & Mrs. Randall Whitaker

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Whiting

Mr. & Mrs. David Wicker III

Mr. Hunter Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Williams

Mrs. Esther Williams

Dr. & Mrs. Jimmy Williamson

Mr. Mark Rush Williamson

Mrs. Deloris Willis

Mr. & Mrs. Don Wills

Mr. London Wilson Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Bud Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Wilson

Rev. & Mrs. Tony Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. J Gregory Winchester

Mr. & Mrs. William Wintenburg

Rev. & Mrs. Marv Wittenburg

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wittlinger

Mr. & Mrs. Vance Wonser

Mr. & Mrs. James Wood

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Wood

Mr. & Mrs. Coy Wylie

Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan A. Wynstra

Mr. Calvin Yap

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Yarbrough

Rev. & Mrs. Larry W. Yarbrough

Mr. & Mrs. James Yaronczyk

Dr. & Mrs. John Yeates

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Yonamine

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Young

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Youngblood

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Zaleski

Mr. & Mrs. Les Zook

Pastor & Mrs. Bob Zuhl

CORPORATE SPONSORS & 

SPECIAL GIVERS

Austin Allen LLC

Aycock & Company, P.C.

Capin Crouse, LLP

Capital Chaplains, LLC

Carpenter-Smith Southwest, Inc.

Cates Laboratories, Inc.

City Garage DFW

City Wide Mechanical

Communities Foundation of Texas

Compere Revocable Trust

Definiti Computer Solutions

DLM Holdings, Inc.

East Texas Communities Foundation

Encore Wire Corporation

Farmers Branch Church of Christ

First Baptist Church of Dallas

Forester Family Foundation

Greater Houston Community Foundation

GSC Enterprises, Inc.

GuideStone Financial Resources of the 

Southern Baptist Convention

Hilcorp Energy Company

Hobbs Foundation

Hodges Capital Holdings, Inc.

InsurMark, Inc.

J E Hortman Company LTD

James S. Herr Foundation

James Wood Motors, Inc.

Jerry D. Lilley Trust

Kay M Harbison Rev Trust

Kellogg Supply Company

Kimberly A. Foundation

KJ Hearon & Associates LL

Leadership Management International, Inc.

Longmont Ford

McLane Company, Inc.

National Philanthropic Trust

New Beginnings Church

New York Life Insurance

North Dallas Bank & Trust

Paul and Jane Meyer Foundation

Pediatric Dental Specialists, PA

Pilgrim Bank

Plains Capital Bank

Porter County Community Foundation

Post Oak Bank

Schroeder Living Trust

Service Lighting & Electrical Supplies

Snyder Manufacturing Corporation

Sondra Nelson Pace Foundation

Standard Supply & Distributing Co., Inc.

Stonebriar Community Church

Strengthening Leaders L3C

Sturdisteel Inc.

Telecom Electric Supply Company

Tellepsen

Texon L.P.

The Boyd and Joan Kelley Charitable 

Foundation

The Ginger Murchison Foundation

The Hamill Foundation

The Jaber Family Charitable Foundation

Topos3

Visionwalk Int’l Ministries Inc.

Waterstone

Whataburger of Mesquite

Williamson Law PLLC
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“I do not believe one can settle how much 
we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe 
rule is to give more than we can spare.” 

—  C .  S .  L E W I S

“One gives freely, yet grows all the 
richer; another withholds what he 
should give, and only suffers want.” 

—  P R O V E R B S  1 1 : 2 4
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The following list of Marketplace Ministries Foundation Supporters, 

and their established endowments, are truly our co-laborers and 

fellow “CHAPLAINS” with us in the marketplace. The investment earn-

ings from these Legacy Gifts provide a stream of financial funding for 

God’s ministry, growth, and witness until Jesus comes again. When we 

are in Heaven, along with many others, capital gifts to the Foundation 

will continue to be used to support God’s work on earth. That is a great 

and eternal investment, one that will glorify God, bring sinners to re-

demption in the Savior Jesus Christ, and never lose eternal value.

Marketplace Ministries Foundation 

Endowments

 
ENDOWMENT NAME

 YEAR   
ESTABLISHERS  ESTABLISHED 

The Bobby C. III and Susan Albert Family Marketplace Evangelism Endowment 2014 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Albert   
        
The Jody and Jack Allen Family Endowment  2009 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Allen     
        
The Morris Beck Marketplace Ministries Memorial Endowment 2015 Mrs. Mamie Beck, Family and Friends  
        
The Jo and Wendy Beckham Memorial Marketplace Ministries Endowment 2015 Dr. & Mrs. Pat Beckham, 
   Mr. & Mrs. Josh Beckham, 
   Mr. & Mrs. C.T. Beckham, Family and Friends 

The Marketplace Ministries Governing Board Endowment  1997 Governing Board 
   (formerly the Board of Directors)   
        
The Carl B. and Vera Bolin Ministry at Work Endowment  1998 Mr. & Mrs. Carl B. Bolin   
        
The Edwin V. “Ed” and Barbara Bonneau Honorary Endowment 2015 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Bonneau    
        
The Jerry Bowen Jr. and Irma Clifton Speight Williamson Memorial Endowment 1998 The Williamson Family and Friends  
        
The William Lafayette Brown Memorial Endowment   2008 The Donald W. Hodges Family   
        
The Capital Southwest Corporation’s Memorial Endomwent  2008 The Staff of Capital Southwest Corporation 
Honoring William R. Thomas, Jr.        
        
The Tom and Velda Carpenter Honorary Marketplace Ministries Endowment 2015 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Carpenter   
        
The Cindy Carpenter Smith Honorary Endowment 2015 Mrs. Cindy Carpenter Smith    
        
The Chaplain and Staff Endowment   1998 Dedicated Servants of Marketplace Ministries 
        
The Lt. Aaron L. Colvin Memorial Endowment  1998 Ms. Lana Colvin, Mr. Eugene Colvin, 
   and Ms. Lolita “Lee” Hunt   
        
The Robert A. Cooper Memorial Endowment 2007 Mr. Robert A. Cooper, Family and Friends  
        
The Joseph Coors Memorial and Gail Coors Honorary Endowment 2010 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Coors   
        
The Rev. O.W. “Dub” and Grace Agena Efurd Hawaii-Pacific 2014 Mr. & Mrs. Steve Efurd, Ms. Laura Efurd, 
Evangelism Endowment   Family and Friends     
        
The Founders Endowment  2008 Mr. & Mrs. Gil A. Stricklin Sr.   
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The Charles and Thelma Freet Memorial Endowment  2006 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Freet and Family   
and the Dwight and Alberta McKay Honorary Endowment       
        
The Dr. J. Stewart and Heather Fulton Honorary Marketplace 2015 Dr. & Mrs. J. Stewart Fulton   
Ministries Endowment        
        
The Furr’s Wishing Well Benevolence Endowment  2015 Mr. Ken Reichart and the Board of Directors of  
   the Furr’s Wishing Well Foundation  
        
The Lewis F. and Eldris Golden Marketplace Ministries Memorial Endowment 1999 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Golden and Family  
        
The Gene and Mary Gradick Endowment 2010 Mr. & Mrs. G. Gene Gradick   
        
The Bruce R. and Bert Grantham Honorary Endowment 2015 Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Grantham   
        
The Josephine Elizabeth Elwell Hall and Richard Hall Memorial Endowment 1998 Mr. Harral A. Hall, Mr. Richard Hall, 
   Family and Friends     
        
The Col Duane E. (USA, Ret.) and Janet Goeller Hardesty Honorary 2016 Established by Col. & Mrs. Duane Hardesty,  
Workplace Evangelism Endowment   USA, Ret.     
        
The Henry William and Louise Heuermann and William “Bill” Smith  1998 Mrs. Geri Smith and Family   
Memorial Endowment        
        
The Donald W. Hodges Memorial Marketplace Ministries Endowment 2015 Mr. & Mrs. Craig Hodges, Family and Friends 
        
The Joan and Andy Horner Workplace Evangelism Endowment  2011 Mr. Andy Horner     
        
The Dr. Roger James Memorial Endowment 2011 Mr. & Mrs. Roger James, Mrs. Carole James, 
   Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Hunter, Sr. and Friends 
        
The James N. “Jeff” Jeffrey Sr. Memorial Endowment 1998 Rev. & Mrs. Neal Jeffrey, Jr., Family and Friends 
        
The L&S Stone Workplace Endowment  1998 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Strite   
        
The Jerry Lilley Memorial Marketplace Ministries Evangelism Endowment 2015 Mrs. Carolyn Lilley, Family and Friends  
        
The Carl T. and Elizabeth Ann Lord Honorary Endowment 2015 Mr. & Mrs. Carl T. Lord    
        
The Martin C. and Mary Carolyn Lovvorn Memorial Endowment  1997 The Lovvorn Family and Friends   
        
The Walter A. Martin Memorial Endowment and the Rose Martin and  1998 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Halcomb   
Charles M. & Audrey Halcomb Endowment       
        
The Lillian and Norman E. Payne and Lillie Mae and 1998 Dr. Calvin McKaig and 
H.L. McKaig Memorial Endowment   Mrs. Mary Lou Payne McKaig   
        
The Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth McKenzie Memorial Endowment 2007 Mr. & Mrs. Michael McKenzie, 
   Ms. Melissa Bernard and Family   
        
The John B. III and Letitia McKibbon Honorary Endowment 2015 Mr. & Mrs. John McKibbon   
        
The McKinzie Family Memorial Endowment 1999 Mr. Phil McKinzie, Mrs. Laura Beth McKinzie  
   Goodwin, and Mrs. Twyla McKinzie Williams 
        
The Garvice and Don McRight and Oscar R. Smith Memorial Endowment   2007 Mr. O.R. “Butch” Smith Jr. and 
and the Lois Smith Honorary Endowment  Mrs. Katherine McRight Smith   



48

 Endowments

The Paul J. Meyer Memorial Marketplace Ministries Endowment 2014 Mrs. Jane Meyer, Family and Friends  
        
The Virginia L. “Ginger” Murchison Memorial Marketplace 2015 Mr. Don Wills     
Benevolence Endowment        
        
The Stephen A. Oliver Sr. Memorial and Katherine Z. Oliver Honorary Endowment 2015 Mrs. Kathy Oliver, Mr. & Mrs. Steve Oliver, Jr.,  
   Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Oliver and Friends  
        
The Mr. & Mrs. O.V. Oliver and Mr. and Mrs. Roy M. Crawford  1998 Mr. Steve Oliver & Mrs. Kathy Crawford Oliver 
Memorial Endowment        
        
The Chaplain David “Lane” and Carolyn Park Workplace Evangelism Endowment  2014 Rev. & Mrs. Lane Park     
        
The Earl B. and Barbara Patrick Endowment 1998 Mr. & Mrs. Earl B. Patrick   
        
The Michael T. and Joanna Peebles Workplace Evangelism Endowment  2015 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Peebles   
        
The Pilgrim Family Endowment for Workplace Evangelism 2012 Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie “Bo” Pilgrim, Family and  
   Friends     
        
The Ted and Edna Raines Memorial Endowment 2000 Mr. & Mrs. C. Ted Raines, Jr., 
   Mr. & Mrs. Andy Nace, Family and Friends  
        
The Larry A. Ramsey Memorial Endowment 2007 Mrs. Mary Ramsey-Chesnutt and Friends  
        
The J.R. and Horace Sanders Sr. Memorial Endowment  1999 Mrs. J.R. Sanders Jr.     
        
The Dr. Robert V. Schroeder, DDS Memorial Endowment 2015 Dr. Carolyn Schroeder and Friends  
        
The Fred James and Billie Lou Betts Schultz Memorial Endowment 2016 Mr. Johnny Bledsoe & Mrs. Sally Schultz Bledsoe 
        
The Mr. & Mrs Hubert L. Smith Memorial Endowment 1998 The Smith Family and Friends   
        
The Chaplain Clois R. Smith Honorary Endowment 2007 Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Williams   
        
The Edmund D. Sneed Memorial Endowment 1998 Mrs. Ann Sneed, Family and Friends  
        
The Eric R. and Janet Snyder Marketplace Ministries Workplace Endowment  2015 Mr. & Mrs. Eric Snyder    
        
The Roy O. and Joan Whisenhunt Sturkie Family Marketplace  2015 Mr. & Mrs. Roy Sturkie    
Ministries Endowment
        
The Henry “Red” C. and Patricia Theis and Phil and Coleen Swatzell 1998 Mr. & Mrs. Philip D. Swatzell, 
Memorial Endowment   Mr. & Mrs. Ron Theis, Family and Friends  
        
The W. Jack Terrell Memorial Endowment 1998 Mrs. Beverly Terrell, Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Terrell  
   and Family     
        
The William R. Thomas Jr., Patricia Martin Thomas and 1999 Mr. & Mrs. William R. Thomas III, 
Howard Martin Thomas Memorial Endowment   Ms. Suzanne Thomas, Family and Friends  
        
The Alta Faye Lilly Underwood and Joe Underwood Honorary Endowment 2015 Mr. & Mrs. Joe Underwood   
        
The Van Alstyne Memorial Endowment  1999 LTG & Mrs. John Van Alstyne, USA, Ret.  
        
The Wicker-Reed Memorial Endowment  1998 Mr. David E. Wicker III and 
   Mrs. Carolyn Reed Wicker   
        
The J. Gregory and Jan P. Winchester Honorary Marketplace Ministries Endowment 2016 Mr. & Mrs. J. Gregory Winchester 



Anonymous Supporters of the 
Foundation

Chaplain & Mrs. Jeff Berg
Mr. & Mrs. David Burgher
Mr. & Mrs. Howard E. Butt Jr. 
Ms. Meriam Calabria
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Coors
Mrs. Rebecca “Becky” Craft, Family and 

Friends
Chaplain & Mrs. Yewell K. Cunningham
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Dietrich
Mr. & Mrs. John Draper
Mr. & Mrs. Dusty Eckerd
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Evans
Mr & Mrs Richard Falt
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Farell
The Bert Fields Jr. Family
Mr. Herschel Forester Jr.
Group Publishing
Mrs. Marjorie Guillory and Friends
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Halford Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick F. Hamner
The Harken Family, Casa Ole’ of 

Beaumont, Inc., and Friends
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle J. Hearon
Mr. John Heiman, Jr., Mr. Don Kirk, and 

Mrs. Sandie Brown
Mrs. Mary Lou Hensey and Friends
Chaplain & Mrs. Mark J. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hiott
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Holloway
Mr. Charles “Buddy” Iles and Mrs. 

JoAnn Couch Iles
Mr. & Mrs. Steven T. Luse
Chaplain & Mrs. Rick Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Mathis
Dr. & Mrs. H.D. McCarty
The McConnell Family
Chaplain Tera McFarland
Mr. & Mrs. Jon E. Means and Family
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Merrill
Mr. & Mrs. John Mileson

Chaplain & Mrs. Scott Mishler
Mr. & Mrs. L.D. Montgomery
Mr. Kevin Mourning
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Neyland
Dr. & Mrs. Bill Nix
Mr. J. LeGrande Northcutt and Mrs. 

Cassandra Cobb Northcutt
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Osburn
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Pace
Chaplain & Mrs. Larry Palacios
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Paxton
Dr. James E. Pittner
Mr. & Mrs. J. Grady Randolph Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary M. Reische
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Robinson, Family and 

Friends
Chaplain and Mrs. Ken Rosentrater
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Hargrove
Chaplain and Mrs. Dean R. Schrock
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Schuch
Mr & Mrs. Bo Sexton
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Shaw

Chaplain & Mrs. James H. Simpson
The Smith Family Friends
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Snoyer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Spottswood
Mr. & Mrs. Art Stricklin
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Stricklin
Chaplain Peter Swinson
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Tandy
Mrs. Robert S. Taylor and Friends
Chaplain & Mrs. Thomas E. Trant
Dr. & Mrs. W. Marvin Watson
Ms. Nancy Weller and Ms. Janet 

Morningstar
Mr. & Mrs. Don Wheeler
Chaplain & Mrs. Keith D. Wood
Mr. Frank Wright and Chaplain Debora 

Barr-Wright
Chaplains Jim and Kim Yaronczyk
Dr. & Mrs. Kelly Yeates
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Youngblood

Givers Who Support the Ministry through “Friends of the Foundation” 

HONORING VINCE REGO
MARKETPLACE MINISTRIES����� ����� ����� �����

1616

at Trinity Forest Golf Club

SAVE
   DATE
SEP 18 2017

TH
E

Sign up now as spots are limited so you can
BE THE FIRST IN THE FOREST!

Come celebrate the
16th Annual Marketplace Ministries Classic

at the NEW Trinity Forest Golf Club in Dallas.

The location has temporarily changed for
2017 but expect the same great fellowship 

around a day of  golf while celebrating and
supporting Chaplain Care in the Workplace!

For Golf Classic and sponsorship information,
please email marketplaceministries@mchapusa.com

or call 800-775-7657.
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